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ACTING PRINCIPAL’S REPORT  
The term is slipping by – already it is the end of week three.  
Soon we will have to start thinking about Christmas and end of year  
activities.  Congratulations to Brent and Eva with the birth of their 
daughter, Ella, this week.  She is gorgeous! 
 
This week was the last week for the TAFE Diploma of Sport and  
Recreation students.  They have been coming to the school for six 
Wednesday afternoons and doing a range of games and sport activities with our students.    Our 
students have really enjoyed it and will miss them.   
 
I am sure the students really enjoyed their shorter week and had a lovely time on Monday.  The staff 
of course had to work and we refreshed our knowledge about the manual handling of students and 
had a practice with OneSchool.  OneSchool is the system that Education Queensland expects all 
staff to report on students.  Each year more and more of our work will be done using this system so 
we regularly need to update our knowledge. 
 
On Monday we also had two walk-ins.  Peter found two backpacking German special ed. teachers 
on the school grounds.  They had looked us up in the phone book and were keen to have a look at 
how a special school operates in Queensland.  We were very happy to show them how a great 
school works so Bernd and Verena came back on Tuesday (when the kids were back) and had a 
lovely day looking at different classes and sharing educational practices with our staff.  They were 
very pleasant visitors to our school. 
 
Still no word from Geoff - I am sure that by this time next week his thoughts will be very much back 
on us.  
 
 Have a great weekend. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Marnie   
 

 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER  
P & C Meeting: Tuesday, 10th            
November 9.15am 

      
      

 



2 

GROUP 1 
I’ll bring you up to date with our Caroline’s global travels.  They have done a four-day trip through very 
rough country in Bolivia.  They have slept on untanned llama skins on a dirt floor in a mud hut.  They have 
also stayed in a building that was made of blocks of salt, even the floor and furniture.  The roof was made of 
straw.  They have travelled over 2000kms and not seen an inch of bitumen!  They are now on their way to 
Argentina. 
Now the happenings in class: 
Monday:  Only the teachers and teacher aides came to school as it was a Pupil Free day.   
Tuesday:  Emily and Cheree worked out the shopping list for tuckshop.  For cooking this week we made 
pancakes with strawberries and bananas.  They were yummy!  We went shopping after lunch and so had a 
bookwork free day!  
Wednesday:  We were back at bookwork today!  After morning tea we worked on our CATS  books.  After 
lunch we went and played sport with the TAFE students.  Everyone really enjoys this activity. 
Thursday:  Norma and her group ran the tuckshop for the first 2 sessions. (The students could nearly do it by 
themselves now.)  The remainder worked on their bookwork with Wayne.  After lunch we went bowling with 
Brent’s class. 
Friday:  Today we played sport with Aubrey and Peter’s classes.  Following morning tea we headed to the 
pool for a relaxing swim and BBQ. 
That’s all for this week from Group 1.  More news next week. 
          
Newsletter written by Emily 
 
Wayne and Norma 

************************* 
GROUP 2 
It is great to be back at work and fighting fit.  I would like to thank Katy for being the 
Teacher in charge last week and doing such a great job.  In short, it has been a very busy 
and productive week.  Tuesday was an absolute blast as the class finished constructing their 
paper Mache volcanoes and were then let loose with the key ingredients Bi-Carb, Vinegar and 
food colouring to make them erupt. Group 2 is really enjoying having Jess come in on 
Tuesdays for some pretty mad science lessons.  
Wednesday was rivalry at its best with Groups 2 and 4 going head to head at ten pin bowling.  The winners 
were separated only by the smallest of margins with Ricky and Dylan taking the trophy.  Thursday’s highlight 
was taking part in another exhilarating gymnastics session with Kobi and Nick really excelling and showing 
how much they have improved this year.  We were then lucky enough to have three students from the 
Anglican college come and join our class on Thursday afternoon.  It was a wonderful experience for all 
involved and Group 2 really looks forward to their contribution each week.  David has decided that last 
week’s milkshakes were such a success that he has nominated to lead the way with this week’s smoothies.  
All smiles until next week.       Cheers 
 
Aubrey, Marg and Cameron 

*****************  
       
GROUP 3 
That is week three gone… and still time flies!! 
 
More sewing done….. lovely cooking done….. and loads of exercises. 
Our girls have worked very hard indeed! 
Kirstin has finished and taken her bag home, it turned our very well. It comes in handy for 
the books she always carries around. The other girls are still in the middle of this sewing 
adventure. Most of the students have chosen their fabric. They are all colourful. 
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Group 3 continued 
 

We have started to make our didgeridoos. A lot of work, like painting, goes into an 
instrument like this…I don’t think we will try to play them - it may prove too much 
for them because they are only made out of cardboard rolls. But by the looks they 
will turn out brilliantly! 

 
 

The pizzas we cooked were piled high with goodies like ham, pineapple, tomato and cheese - they were 
delicious. We followed them with fruit and ice cream for dessert.  I would be very surprised if the girls had 
any afternoon tea when they came home on Thursday. It is always so much nicer when you have worked on a 
dish yourself and can not only enjoy the taste but also have the satisfaction of a job well done. 
The arrangements for our camp are on the way now too and parents will receive a letter on Monday. Because 
of all the fundraising we have been able to keep the price down and the camp will only cost $50.  
We have also started to work on some of the décor for the Christmas concert. With a bit of luck we will be 
well prepared this year! 
For those people who feel a lucky streak coming on: There are still lots of raffle tickets available. 
Watch out: week four is coming…. so keep smiling! 
 
Dieuwke, Christine, Irene and Sally 

***************************** 
GROUP  4    
                                           Overseas Visitors 
This week we were treated to a visit from two special education teachers from Stuttgart in Germany called 
Bernd and Verena. They are travelling around Australia for the next ten months and decided to spend a few 
days at our school. Apparently they heard in Europe that Hervey Bay Special School was the leading 
educational unit in special education in Australia. 
Rumour has it that they were told that by a boastful Welshman named Geoff at the 
Octoberfest just before they left Germany.  We have no idea who our overseas 
spokesperson was but I am sure that we have to agree that his modest claims are correct. 
   
It was very interesting to hear how things are done on the other side of the world and 
refreshing to hear that our computers and whiteboards are far superior to any thing that 
our German colleagues have in their classrooms. We wish them a safe and happy holiday 
in Australia. 
 
                                  Puzzle Mania 
The latest craze that is sweeping our classroom is jigsaw puzzles. Kelly was the first to start 
the move when earlier in the term a 552 piece puzzle of Alcatraz was donated to the school 
and he put his hand up to have a go at it. It was a tough one and despite Peter helping him 
occasionally he finished it confidently. 
Tash was inspired by Kelly’s efforts and started putting a bit of pressure on Kelly to try a 
couple more. Gemma and Paige decided to have a go and before long we were contacting 
the toy library for tougher and tougher puzzles. Now the bar has been raised and comments 
like how many hundred pieces does it have are often heard in the room before the challenge is taken up.    
At the moment Tash appears to be the fastest and Kelly holds the record for the most complex task completed 
but things are likely to change when the competition hots up. 
                           
 Peter and Sue 
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GROUP 5  
This week, unfortunately, sore throats, headaches and coughs have seen both Carrieann and Dellyse away 
over a couple of days and Maddy has been away all week. Generally we have kept moving on but taking more 
time to relax with footspas, waterbed and mat activities.  Alex has had lots of massages.  We have kept 
practising our switch and communication activities.  Tory is doing really well with her eye pointing.  Brendan 
has been working on strengthening his muscles.  We have really enjoyed exploring all the uses of our new 
movement activated keyboard.  
It is so funny at times because we don’t mean to play it but we move and the sounds happen! 
We have all watched the workers building the verandah on the new classroom building.  Brendan and Tory 
would rather stay out there and watch.  Some teachers from Germany visited our room and showed some 
photos of their school in Germany. 
We made cheese omelette this week and Tory and Brendan ate a big plateful. We also made a lovely picture 
of fish and bubbles gluing bottle tops and cardboard cylinder painting.   
We have so many lovely people who do nice things for us and this week Marnie is our special lady.  Thank 
you Marnie for giving us a really beaut juicer.  Fresh juice has been a real hit in 
our room so now we will be able to make it more often. 
 
 
  Alex and Tory play a duet -if you look carefully enough you can see the 
sensor that picks up movement to activate the keyboard. 
 
 
 Cheers from Col, Dellyse, Carrieann and Vicki. 
 

****************  
GROUP 6 
Hi from Group 6. A very special hello to Ashley. Ashley has been unwell this week and we want him to know 
that everyone in Group 6 has missed him. Get well soon. We are counting down to our end of year camp. Four 
weeks to go – we are all very excited about this. 
This week our Disney classic is The Hunchback of Notre Dame. The Hunchback of Notre Dame was produced 
by Walt Disney in 1996. This Disney classic centres on the gypsy dancer, Esmeralda, a powerful minister of 
justice, Claude Frollo, the deformed bell-ringer Quasimodo, and the military captain, Phoebus. In 15th century 
Paris, Clopin the puppeteer tells the story of Quasimodo, the misshapen gentle-souled bell ringer of Notre 
Dame, who was nearly killed as a baby by Claude Frollo, the Minister of Justice. But Frollo was forced by the 
Archdeacon of Notre Dame to raise Quasimodo as his own. Now a young man, Quasimodo is hidden from the 
world by Frollo in the belltower of the cathedral. But during the Festival of Fools, Quasimodo, cheered on by 
his gargoyle friends Victor, Hugo and Laverne, decides to take part in the festivities, where he meets the 
gypsy girl Esmeralda and the handsome soldier, Phoebus. The three of them find themselves fighting against 
Frollo’s cruelty and his attempts to destroy the home of the gypsies, the Court of Miracles. Quasimodo must 
desperately defend both Esmeralda and the cathedral of Notre Dame. 
Our fine motor work saw us collage a picture of Quasimodo. We cleverly used the material from a plant 
basket for his clothes. They looked great. Today we watched the movie.  
The big bus went in for an inspection on Thursday so we taxied to Centro for our community access outing. 
We had a lovely outing and checked out every store. At The Warehouse we bought some Christmas activities 
which we will work on later in the term. Lunch, by popular demand, was at McDonalds. 
Food technology this week saw us make white chocolate and pecan biscuits. We were very impressed with 
Aiden during this session. Aiden is being exposed to a variety of picture symbols. He did a great job using 
them during food technology.  
This week William started a new program. William receives a daily massage using a special brush. Before 
William has his massage we used a “massage” body sign. This is a small circular motion on his right shoulder. 
William has responded well to his new body sign and to his new massage program. 
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Group 6 continued 
With the warmer weather now well and truly here, we have begun our spa program. This program is every 
Friday and the boys need to remember to bring their togs and towels. 
Group 6 have been collecting our favourite recipes and with Laurel’s help have produced a cook book. Our 
cook book, “In the Mix with Group Six” is now ready for sale. The price is $8.00. Orders will be taken for 
one more week and close off on Friday 30th October. If you would like to purchase a copy please complete the 
order form enclosed in the newsletter and send in your order and money to Jan or Jenny. Thanks for your 
support and we hope you enjoy the recipes and other little ‘tid-bits’ in it. That’s our news snippets for this 
week. More next time. Cheers. 
 
Jan and Jenny 
 

******************************** 
GROUP 7 
Hi Everyone, 
This week we have been working hard on our new unit of work, “Santa’s Workshop”.  The boys have been 
looking at toys of the past and toys now.  They thought it was very funny when I told them the toys that were 
around when I was growing up! 
 
We looked at what energy sources were needed to make toys work and we grouped them on a table.  The boys 
also had to do a presentation of their favourite toy.  Firstly they wrote a report about it, then they took turns 
standing up and presenting their report to the class.  They all did very well. 
 
In class we have been looking at design, and as part of the unit the boys had to design a toy that Santa could 
give to the elves to make for Christmas.  We came up with some fantastic designs.  Now they have to fine 
tune them, draw it to scale and then present the finished product.  Needless to say they are all very motivated. 
 
Our class window display is starting to look great!  Andrew and the boys have been very busy planning their 
section of the window display.  Andrew is a very talented artist and we are all learning from him.  We hope to 
have a fantastic display inside the classroom so that a little closer to Christmas all the children in the school 
will be able to come and see. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We have also been busy doing all the usual things – reading with Bev, woodwork with Bill, cooking with Jess, 
sport, swimming, numeracy and literacy.  Today we are starting to use the Spa.   There are not enough hours 
in the day. 
 
Thanks to everyone who is sending in Christmas things for our room.  I am marking everything with your 
name so that it can be returned to you.  We still need items for the boys to make toys with – boxes, empty 
plastic bottles, scraps of material etc. 
 
Well that’s it for this week!  Until next time, keep smiling. 
Teresa, Andrew and Nicole 
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GROUP 8 
Hi from Class 8. 
 
This week’s newsletter has been done by Hamish. 
 
 Congratulations to Eva & Brent on their new baby girl Ella.  
 
 
 
 
 
We exploded our volcanos on Tuesday. It looked so real. Here are some pictures of us and Erin. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Instead of fishing we went shopping for Alexis’birthday party which we had on Wednesday at the pool. She 
has turned 12. Congratulations Alexis and thanks to Sharon (Alexis’ mum for bringing in a cake).                                                                      
 
This week’s winners at bowling were Nicky and Beau with a score of 104. 
 
Today we cooked mini pizzas for our cooking lesson. They tasted great.  
 
Cheers 
 
Brent and Lilly 

***************************** 
 
GROUP 9 
Hello from Group 9 
This week we are profiling Savanah who is the only girl in our group. 
����� ������������	��
�
���� �����
�������������	�
����������������������������� ���
��	
� �������������	������������
�������
��� ���
���
���	�������
�	
��
� �!������������"�����������
�����
��#

 �
���
���	��������	
���	 $��!���������������#	�������� �
���
���	���

��� %�
�
����� �
���
���	������
���
� ���!��������������������������
��������&�'���������	������������������(�
��(���
�� ���

�����	����	���� ��!����������������(��
��������
)�����*������ �
�	�
��

���������� )������������#����������������������
	�
�
���� ��
Savanah is with us for one more week and then she is off to live in Cairns.  We will miss her smiling face and 
happy chatter. 
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Group 9 continued 
Some of the highlights of this week have been: 

·  Going for a drive past Mav’s house – Mav was very excited about showing us where he lives. 

·  Making light and dark pictures for our wall. 

·  Creating healthy eating posters at the library. 

·  Watching our new Auslan Makaton CD. 

·  Playing games with the TAFE students. 

More news from Group 9 next week including our student of the week, Brandon Bugler.  Have a good 
weekend everyone. 

Sue and Trish  
***************************  

 
GROUP 10 
Even though it was a short week it was definitely a busy one! 
On Tuesday we went shopping to buy ingredients for cooking. 
Caleb was able to locate the items using a photo card and Reegan 
helped push the trolley. Thanks to Eloise and Sheree for helping 
us with Keelan and Piper 

 Later Caleb and Reegan read us 
some stories before we had lunch. In 
the afternoon we all went to the multipurpose block to try out a balloon game 
and next week we will try floor volleyball. See the pics. 
On Wednesday we were school based but very busy trying to learn our songs 
for our Christmas concert. The students also had a go at Middle Eastern 
drumming. On the interactive whiteboard we used the alphabet farm disk to 
practise our recognition of letters and sounds. In the afternoon Caleb and 
Reegan went to kick the balls around with the TAFE students. Piper and Keelan 

had a ride on his special bike. 
On Thursday there was more singing to be done and then 
after this the students made yoghurt fruit salad. Once 
again Caleb and Reegan read us stories and then in the 
afternoon they were able to have a reading session with 
Bev. Piper and Keelan went for another bike ride whilst 
Kurtis used the mini tramp and Kayla listened to music. 
Today we went to the Park - we always enjoy that! Bye for now. 
More news next week! 

Lorna and Maria 
************************ 

GROUP 11 
Hi everyone. 
We have had a very busy week!         
On Tuesday morning we went for a lovely drive to Dayman Park and to the Botanical Gardens to see the 
ducks.  We are only allowed to watch them now as nobody is allowed to feed them anymore.    
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Group 11 continued 
This week for cooking we made 
Hungarian Potato Cakes which we all 
enjoyed eating!   
 
 
 
 
 
After that we went to the MSE room for some exercise!  We played with the balls and hoops and had lots of 
fun. 
Now that Christmas is coming up we are beginning our Christmas activities.  W have made beautiful angels 
which we have painted and put sparkles on.  We are also beginning to learn our Christmas song for the end of 
year pageant.  We are very excited about the concert and will be practising our song very hard. 
It is nice to have Michaela back again after being away sick for 4 days.  We are also glad to hear Kyle’s mum 
is up and about again after a trip to hospital last week and we are VERY excited to hear 
that Brent and Eva have a new little girl, Ella.  We hope she can visit our classroom 
soon. 
Have a good weekend everybody.       
 
Csilla and Di  

************************ 
GROUP 12                                     
Oh dear, where did all those runny noses come from?? The tissue box has been working overtime in 
our room this week. We have also had Teela away with an ear infection so we really hope she is 
feeling all better very soon.       
 
Despite the excess mucus, we still managed to start our swimming program this week.  
Colby, Shanya and Alex were all starters in the undercover pool with the support of Sally, Pauline, our faithful 
volunteer, and Alex’s Mum, Rebecca. The focus was on safe entry into the water and general water 
confidence. Apparently no problems on that score. Thank you to Rebecca who will be assisting each week in 
the water. Alex was delighted to have his Mum all to himself. Even though Jayden was staying out of the 
main pool to avoid making his cold worse, he still managed to get his feet wet with a pleasant paddle with 
Daylene in the big children’s pool outside. Daylene admired Jayden’s little kicks and splashes a bit too 
enthusiastically as the following kick was a beauty which drenched her. Good one Jayden! That will teach 
Daylene for not letting you go in!   

 
Instead of shopping this week we had a little road trip along the Esplanade and picked up a 
yummy big pack of hot chips for a treat to supplement our lunchboxes. We had all the 
ingredients we needed for cooking, except the bread, so didn’t waste good time by going to 
the supermarket. Its fun to do different and spontaneous activities when we can. 

 

 
Cooking involved the skills of sandwich making. Shanya, Alex, Colby and Jayden all 
concentrated well to spread butter and the condiment of their choice on bread before 
hacking it up into manageable pieces. The end results were an obvious success as they 
all disappeared. Good work everyone. 
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Group 12 continued 
Often during our afternoon sessions we take our students for bike rides as  this activity is 
excellent for co-ordination and fitness. We either all trundle down to the bike track on 
trikes or have a special turn on our purpose built bike on loan from the toy library this 
term. It has a lot of good safety features such as straps at the waist and feet and a steering 
handle for the supervisor at the rear. It can also be adjusted to fit any child. Daylene 
reported excellent bike riding from both Alex and Shanya this week, so here are a couple 
of photos to capture their achievements. 
Until next week, bye from us all in Group 12.          
 
 Sally and Daylene. 

********************** 
 
GROUP 13 
Week three already. The term is speeding by. This week we have really enjoyed working together 
to create things and solve problems.  
Everyone has been working hard on bookwork and earning rewards from the prize box.  
 

 
Everyone liked the musical instrument on Tuesday and Wednesday.  Xanthe’s favourite was 
the guitar while Jayden and Alex played music from the keyboard and Joshua set up a drum 
kit.   
 
 

 
We made a very interesting fruit cake/ pudding ‘thingy’ on Wednesday and it was very nice. We might keep 
this recipe under our hats for a Christmas surprise.  
 
 
Thursday and Friday we were busy in our pretend shop.  Katy, Susan and Kaylene spent lots of 
money and Josh was very good at being store manager.  
      
 
We were all very excited about Eva and Brent’s news. Congratulations - we can’t wait to see baby Ella. 
 
Have fun until next week. 
 
Kaylene, Susan and Group 13 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



10 

 
 
   
 
 
 

 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you would like to purchase Mrs Joyce’s famous cookbook, please complete the form below and return it 
with the money to Group 6.  Once again, thank you for your support!   
Special Note:  Orders close next Friday, 30 October!! 

 
 
Name: ____________________ 
 
Number of Copies: ___________ 
 
Money Enclosed: _________ 
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ABSTUDY SCHOOLING 

 A payment is available to: 
* Indigenous Students 

         *         Under 16yo 
 
Maximum of $156 per year paid to the 

school to assist with school fees. 
 

Parents / carers call 
 

 Abstudy Service Centre 
on 

 
132317  

to register. 
Registrations will be accepted any 

time of the year. 


