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ACTING PRINCIPAL’S REPORT  
Another very busy and productive week.  Our classes have been busily 
participating in learning activities and have enjoyed being back at school. 
Unfortunately there seems to be a nasty tummy bug going around and we have 
had both students and staff affected with it. Thanks to everyone who have 
rallied around to fill in the gaps! 
 
 
 

 
On Tuesday we had a visit from Bob Wicks of Bob’s Bridgestone Tyre 
Centre.  He presented us with a cheque for $10, 407.00 that was raised on 
behalf of our school at the Charity Golf Day.  This was half of the 
amount raised as the money was to be shared with Maryborough Special 
School. Thank you to all those wonderful people who supported this and 
be assured that the money will be put to good use. 

 
This week we have been investigating literacy resources and have made some major decisions about our 
focus.  We will be concentrating on the PM Reading series so that there is consistency across classrooms and 
with take home readers (where appropriate). With the advances in technology we will be able to have both 
hard copies (real books) and the books on the computers which will increase student motivation. 
 
A number of staff have also updated First Aid and /or CPR this week.  Teachers and teacher aides do this 
every year.  
 
So far we have no ransom demands or leave extension requests from Geoff or Caroline so things must be 
going well. We miss them but hope that they are enjoying their respective continents. 
 

 

Best wishes,         
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DATES TO REMEMBER  
P & C Meeting: Tuesday, 10th            
November 9.15am 

     Pupil Free Day: Monday, 19th   
 October   
     Book Club orders and money: 
     Wednesday, 21st October 
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GROUP 1 
Where’s Caroline now I hear you ask!   When we heard from her this week she was in Bolivia heading for the 
highest city in the world.  Caroline is hoping they have a hotel with running water! 
Now the happenings in class: 
Monday:  We are back in routine and some of us headed off to our work placements while the rest went and 
assisted in the junior classrooms.  After lunch, while Wayne collected the workers, Emily and Norma went 
and bought fruit for Tuesday’s cooking.  We all had a great ice-cream at Hungry Jacks before heading back to 
school.  
Tuesday:  Justine got her cast off today.  She still has to take things slowly, but she is 
improving very fast.  First up we started with bookwork and then made a huge fruit salad 
with Dellyse and Norma.  We had some vanilla yoghurt to go with it.  We cut up heaps of 
different fruit – there was so much that Norma asked some other classes if they would like 
some.           
Wednesday:  We worked on bookwork in the morning session and then did some work in 
our CATS books.  After lunch we played sport with the TAFE students. 
Thursday:  Pauline came in today and the tuckshop helpers showed her the ropes for the first 2 sessions while 
Wayne had the rest of the class working on their bookwork.  Bowling with Brent’s class rounded off a great 
day. Tim won the trophy again for the boys while Eloise topped scored with 102 and the prize for the girls. 

Friday:   We played cricket with Peter and Aubrey’s classes until morning tea.  We then 
headed to the pool for a cooling swim and a lovely BBQ lunch. 
 
That’s all for this week from Group 1.  More news next week. 

          
Newsletter written by Emily 
 
Wayne and Norma 

************************* 
GROUP 2 
Hi everyone,  
What a week we have had! Aubrey has been away all week. On Monday we had Damian and for the rest of 
the week we had Katy. 

On Monday we wrote an entry in our Diary, worked out in the gym and explored 
chance and data.  
 
On Tuesday we made volcanoes with Jess and are looking forward to painting them 
and making them explode! We also did bike riding and practised kicking footballs.  
On Wednesday we went bowling and Ricky and Kobi showed us how to get a strike! 

David tried really hard with his team mate Nick and got a spare. 
On Thursday Dylan brought in a furry friend called Jasper and we all had fun patting and 
taking care of him. We also painted our volcanoes and played sport. 

Today we made milkshakes for lunch, did some fitness and had an 
easy day.  
       
All the boys and Marg hope that Aubrey is feeling better and is 
back on Monday ready to go!! 
Cheers 

Marg, Katy and Cameron 
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GROUP 3 
A big “Hello” from Group 3! 
Week two of this term has been good to us.  
We have started our sewing and Kirstin has gotten the most work done on her bag. She is 
in the last stages of assembling it and she did a great job cutting the material on the 
line and pinning it together. She also loves working on the sewing machine and is 
quite good at keeping a safe sewing pace, taking the pins out and staying on the line. 
Great work Kirstin!  
 
So far Tiffany has finished her handles and has pinned her bag together. She has very 
good sewing skills and works very safely. The only problem Tiffany has is that she wants everything to be 
finished yesterday and is always in a hurry. But she is learning that to be in a hurry means a lot of unpicking! 
Kerryn has chosen her fabric and has started to cut the pieces for her bag.  It won’t be long before the girls can 
show their bags off. 
 
With too many people having the sniffles and feeling not quite the thing we have decided not to go swimming 
so the girls had a McDonald’s visit instead. Next week will be better we hope! 
 
This week we had double birthday cakes: Taylar turned 15 and her mum very kindly brought in her birthday 
cake. But the girls had already made a cake with Jess and so a second helping of party fare!   
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We have again had a change of staff in our class: Irene has decided that she will work three days per week and 
so she will be with us on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday and will have a deserved rest on Thursday and 
Friday.  We are lucky to have Sally the rest of the week. Welcome Sally! We are also lucky to have Selma 
with us as a volunteer on Thursdays.  
To have so many people helping us makes cooking really fun. This week we made risotto and the 
girls ate so much that we forgot about the dessert, so we had that today!   
We had a bit of a disaster and excitement: while the risotto was cooking our (not so) trusty 
electrical frypan blew up and we had fireworks and terrible sounds on the cooking table. Just as 
well we have safety switches so it was not of a long duration. But it did startle us. 
Just a reminder that there are still many raffle tickets for sale. 
Well up to week 3 then… enjoy your weekend and keep smiling! 
 
Dieuwke, Christine, Irene and Sally 

***************************** 
 
GROUP  4    
                           News from Talhija 
It was lovely this week to hear from one of our classmates, Talhija, who had to 
move to Rockhampton earlier this year. She was a popular and valued member 
of our group and we sadly miss her. Quite often we remember her lovely home 
made scones and her fondness of having a good cup of tea from a nice tea pot. We 
wish her all the best in her new school and hope that one day she may return to us.  Jasmin has written a nice 
letter back to her on behalf of the class.     
        
                      Class Room News 
 
This week has been a little bit topsy- turvy with Peter away sick suffering from the dreaded stomach bug that 
seems to be around the Bay. 
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Group 4 continued 
However Sue has done a fantastic job with the students and the quality of their education has not suffered 
from their teacher’s absence, thanks to the high standards of the evergreen Sue Cook. 
Some of the highlights of the week have been. 
Bonnie and Gemma:  producing some lovely work with their silk painting.   
Tash: Putting everyone to shame with her expertise in completing jig saw puzzles. If it does 
not have at least 100 pieces Tash finds it boring and leaves it to others to ponder on. But 
give her a tough one and she flies into action and has it done in no time at all. 
Gemma: Gemma also deserves a second mention because of all the academic work that she has 
completed this week. She has done a great deal of work in her maths and literacy work books as well as her 
photography album. 
Paige: has done a great job in art and sport and scored over 100 at ten pin bowling. Not to mention all those 
puzzles she has completed as Tash’s understudy. 
Ben and Kelly: have done some great work on their research projects and Kelly has done some good art work 
as he and Jasmin have been doing some mural painting for Sally. 
                                  
 Peter and Sue 
 

***********************  
GROUP 5  
Swimming started for our group this week but being extremely windy, we only had one brave soul game 
enough to dip their toe in the water.  Brendan enjoyed his lone swim and hopes the others can join him next 
week.   
 
We have continued to enjoy footspas which we find a nice relaxation after doing exercises on the mats or on 
the waterbed.  Also we have been working very hard with our communication.  Our speechie, Cynthia, is very 
pleased with Tory and Maddy.   Brendan is needing fewer prompts now to complete his morning routine. 
Noeline brought in her juicer and we made lovely fresh juice out of apples and carrots.  Alex enjoyed this 
tasting.  We also cooked fish cakes and Maddy, Tory and Brendan all ate a whole one each. 
 
We went to the gym where Brendan worked at building up his muscles and we thank Bonnie from Peter’s 
class for showing Brendan what to do.  We asked Bonnie if she would help us with some of our activities so 
we are looking forward to this.   
We have a special book and paintings she is going to help Brendan with.  Tory tried out the punching bag.  
She had a big smile on her face. 
Tory also made a golf ball painting to send to Jean from USQ who was very kind to give us bright new sheets 
and pillow slips for the water bed that the RSL were so nice to give us.  Alex enjoys listening to her choice of 
music when she is on the water bed.  This week we also made beautiful peacocks with hand prints and 
sequins.  Maddy loved the beautiful colours.  Something really special though, is that a new movement 
activated keyboard has arrived from toy library.  We are the very first to ever use it and are still having great 
fun just unwrapping it – some photos of us using it next week we hope. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Cheers from Col, Dellyse, 
Carrieann and Vicki. 
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GROUP 6 
Hi from group 6. We are counting down to our end of year camp. Five weeks to go – we are all very excited 
about this. 
This week our Disney classic is Toy Story. Toy Story was produced by Walt Disney in 1995. The story line is 
about a little boy named Andy who loves to be in his room playing with his toys, especially his doll named 
“Woody”. But, what do toys do when Andy is not with them? They come to Life. The toy named Woody has 
it all. He is the leader in Andy’s toy room. Bo Peep has a crush on him and most importantly, he is Andy’s 
favourite toy. But when the clocks strike Andy’s birthday, a new toy arrives. Buzz Light-year is his name and 
he is a space cadet who thinks he is a space ranger. He instantly wins over Andy and becomes Andy’s new 
favourite toy. One night Woody is accused of knocking Buzz out of the window and he must go into the world 
and find Buzz. While on the outside they get into all kinds of trouble while trying to get home. 

 
Today we watched the movie. Tom Hanks was Woody’s voice and Tim Allen was 
Buzz Light-years voice. 
On Tuesday, during our fine motor work, we coloured in and collaged a picture of 
Buzz. We cleverly used cut up pieces of a pie plate to collage his suit. Then we used 
bubble wrap for the air and sky. They looked very Buzz Light-year like. William got 
the giggles as he gently patted down the foil and bubble wrap. He made us all laugh. 

 
Group 6 are very excited about our Community Access outings this term. We have had a bus time change and 
now have the bus every Thursday till lunch time. This extra time means we can now venture from Hervey Bay 
to the outlying areas and up to Maryborough. It also helps to prepare the boys for the travel involved with 
going on camp. This week we went to Anzac Park in Maryborough. Anzac Park, or as it is sometimes referred 
to, Ululah Lagoon, is on Alice Street.  Back in 1859 horse-drawn scoops were used to clear the lagoon to form 
Maryborough’s first water supply. The area is now a beautiful park bordered by a walk and cycle path and the 
lagoon has an abundance of bird life. It is Maryborough’s major playground and has a skate bowl, children’s 
fort, flying fox, swings and various other play equipment. It also has a liberty swing for people in a wheelchair 
and this was the reason for our visit to this particular park.  
 

The Liberty Swing was designed in Australia by Wayne Devine. It is a 
revolutionary new concept in playground swing equipment for people 
with disabilities. It allows children in wheelchairs to enjoy the fun of 
having a swing. The liberty swing functions in a similar way to an 
ordinary swing, but there are many design and engineering provisions 
included in order to safely accommodate a wheel chair. There is a ramp 
that attaches to the swing so that a wheelchair can be rolled up on to it. 
The swing also features a set of instructions and diagrams showing how 
to use the swing safely. It supports weights of up to 250kg. The first 
Liberty swing was installed in July 2000 in Old’s Park in Penshurst, 
NSW. Aiden and Ashley had a ball while they each had their turn on 
the Liberty swing. It’s an activity we definitely intend to do again. 
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Group 6 continued 
Group 6 have been collecting our favourite recipes and with Laurel’s help have been producing a cook book. 
Our cook book, “In the Mix with Group Six” is now ready for sale. The price is $8.00. If you would like to 
purchase a copy please complete the order form at the end of the newsletter and send in your order and money 
to Jan or Jenny. Thanks for your support and we hope you enjoy the recipes and other little ‘tid-bits’ in it. 
That’s our news snippets for this week. More next time. Cheers. 
Jan and Jenny 
 

******************************** 
GROUP 7 
Hi Everyone, 
It is lovely to be back!  I had a fantastic time visiting the many places that you only read about.  There 
were many highlights but Venice, Paris and Spain were high on the list however there is no place like 
home.  We are very lucky to live in such a beautiful country.  The boys welcomed me back and were 
very excited to start on a new unit of work.   

 
This term we are completing a unit called “Christmas Toys”.  I received a letter from Santa asking 

the boys to help design and make new toys for his elves in Santa’s Workshop.  This unit will integrate 
Literacy, Numeracy, Design Technology and Science.  The boys will research old and new toys, 
write a report, give an oral presentation, collect data and design and make their own toy.  They 
will then appraise toys.  We are also studying how different toys move – roll, bounce, rock, spin, 
fly.  We will then look at sources of energy – sun, wind, batteries, electricity and gas. We are 
decorating the classroom to look like Santa’s Workshop would really appreciate any donations 
of old Christmas decorations and containers that could be used for construction.  
 
Monday was a busy day.  We read the Santa Letter and looked at how toys moved.  The boys then completed 
a worksheet to record their findings.  Tuesday we started painting our windows – and the boys started to look 
at designing their own toys.  Wednesday we made some paper frogs and glued a paper spring on them.  After 
the boys had finished playing with them we hung them up in the classroom.  Swimming was a bit windy but 
the water was nice and warm.   

 
On Thursday the boys gave a talk about their favourite toy and wrote up a Report.  Then 
they cooked some yummy ham, cheese and tomato sandwiches with Jess.  In the afternoon 
they went out to the park.  Today we made some more paper toys and they are hanging up 
with the frogs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Well that’s it for this week!  Until next time, keep smiling. 
 
Teresa, Andrew and Nicole 
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GROUP 8 
Hi from  Class 8. 
This week has been a very enjoyable week for us as the pictures will show. 
We have been working hard to finish our interactive digital projects on Africa. 
Here is Nicky hard at work. 
 
 

On Wednesday we once again teamed up with 
Teresa’s class to go swimming. Everyone in our class 
managed to swim five full laps (with a few rests on 
the lane ropes) which was a great achievement. 
Through much practice Courtney is now swimming 
full laps with aquatic side breathing and has also 
mastered the frog kick. Well done Courtney! You can 
see her in action in these photos. 
 
 
Beau has been busy this week practicing the guitar and learning some basic  
chords. Well done Beau for all the effort you have put in. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Here is Chelsee and Courtney practicing their 
balance and coordination skills on our class 
dance mat. It has really improved their 
footwork. Jason has the highest class score!! 

 
This week’s bowling winners were Nicky and Jason with a score of 100.  
 
Today we cooked Chinese Stir Fry. “It tasted pretty good” our class thought. We 
could not make our fish cakes once again because we didn’t catch any fish for the 
second week in a row. It was due to the strong winds this week though, not our 
fishing ability as we couldn’t even throw the lines in. 
Here is Teegan, Jason, Head Chief Supervisor N. Bean and Sam cooking the stir 
fry. 
 
Cheers 
 
Brent, Trent & Lilly 

***************************** 
 
GROUP 9 
This week we have been busy making birthday cards to send to up to Kiara in 
Rockhampton. On Wednesday we took a trip to the Post Office and bought some stamps 
and posted our cards.  Today is Kiara’s birthday so hopefully our cards will have made it 
up to her in time. 
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Group 9 continued 
Although Kiara is no longer in our class we still talk to her by email and today we will send her an email 
wishing her Happy Birthday and telling her all about what we have been up to lately.  Today in cooking we 
will make fairy bread to have with lemonade by way of a little celebration for our ex-classmate. 
 

While we are talking about birthdays we will include 
some photos of Mavericks birthday which we 
celebrated on the last day of Term.  Group 10 joined us 
and after playing Pass the Parcel and eating the cake 
we fired up the CD player and got into some dancing.  
Both groups had a ball and it was a great way to end 
the term.   
 
 
 

Next week we begin a feature spot about a student in our class.  We will 
begin with our only girl of the class, the lovely Savanah, who is leaving us at the end of the month to move to 
Cairns.  Sue and Trish are beginning to think our class is jinxed as Sav will be the third girl to leave the class 
this year. 
Have a good weekend everyone.  Look out for Sue on Sunday who is riding in the Tour De Bay to raise funds 
for the new Hervey Bay Community Centre.  She is certain that 45 km will be much easier than the 100 km 
Bris – Gold Coast Charity ride she took part in last weekend! 
 
Sue and Trish 

******************* 
GROUP 10 
Wow, another week seems to have flown by, it will be Christmas before we know it! Having said that we have 
been busy trying to tune in to our Christmas song that we will get ready for the end of the year concert. 
Monday was a constructive day as Caleb and Reegan concentrated well on their reading exercises. Their 
special word to remember for Bev this week was ‘with’. Kurtis and Kayla took in turns to visit the Priory 
Woods website and in the afternoon we made sticky lizards for our art and craft activity. 
On Tuesday it was straight to the library and the students did some constructive work making paper, noodle 
necklaces. In the middle session some books were read to them and in the afternoon we all went to the MSE 
room. There’s lots of equipment there now and every likes the gym balls, foam rocker and cylinders. 
On Wednesday morning everyone did some lovely listening when the number day was being clapped and 
counted. Also there was good sounds being made in our music session. Everybody had a turn on the 
interactive whiteboard and thanks to Reegan we ended up doing the Macarena. There is a good version on the 
Kindersite web page in the song section. In the afternoon some students went to do sports with the TAFE 
students who visit on Wednesdays. 
This Thursday we had the assistance of Bonnie who will be helping out while Maria is away. After a little bit 
of singing we went to the table to do some cooking. We made date loaf and had it at morning tea in the Park. 
More news next week, bye. Here are some pics from this week. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lorna and Maria 
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GROUP 11 
Hi everyone, 
Well we’ve made it to the end of another week!  We still have 8 more weeks to go this year but we are already 
exhausted.  I don’t know what I would do without Di to help me. She is an amazing colleague. 
This week we’ve been working very hard on our gross, fine and oral motor skills. We are making lots of noise 
while trying to make different sounds.   
Each morning we sing and dance like crazy while dressed up in different costumes. We love Justin Clarke’s 
songs and all the ‘action’ songs from playschool.  
During lunchtime we have been listening to some Hungarian Gypsy songs to improve everyone’s appetite.   
Last week Elisa, our school OT, visited us and gave us lots of good advice and programs that we are now 
implementing and that appear to be working well. Elisa is a very clever lady with lots of experience. We are 
very lucky to have her. 
Jay and Kyle were laughing a lot this week, which made us very happy. 
After a long time we finally managed to visit the ducks in the Botanic Garden. Lucky we turned up with lots 
of bread because they were starving. 
On Wednesday we painted some lovely peacocks with Dellyse. She always comes to us with lots of lovely 
ideas and projects. 
On Thursday we cooked some oat and date muffins. They tasted yummy. We had a volunteer teacher aid 
Anita helping us making them, which was very nice of her. 
The weather got very hot suddenly so we decided to run under the sprinkles.  And we 
did…… That was soooo much fun!! 
 
 
I have to finish here because it’s late and I am running out of energy after being so busy 
with the kids. But I have to tell you I have really enjoyed this week and I hope that Di and 
the kids enjoyed it too.  Please come and see us if you want to know more. 
 
By the way – no news of Eva and Brent’s new baby girl yet.  She was due yesterday but no sign of her yet. 
We just can’t wait to see…..  
 
Bye for now, 
 
Csilla and Di  
     

************************ 
GROUP 12                                     
Greetings from the busy little bees in Group 12. We are all happy and on board this week. Everyone has been 
very well, except for poor Daylene who came down with a cold on Thursday. Hopefully she is all better very 
soon because we miss her so much when she is away. 
 
Everyone has worked very well on their Pre-Writing, counting, matching and language activities this week. 
Lots of stickers and rewards were given out to everyone during our busy work sessions. 
The rest of the week has run like clockwork. On Monday morning we enjoyed morning tea and a wonderful 
play at our favourite playground in Hervey Bay, the recently built one at the Parklands Estate. It is very safe 
and has lots of spinning activities our little people enjoy. 
 
On Tuesday we went shopping in Coles for a variety of fruit that we cut up, smelt, tasted and consumed the 
next day during cooking. Our fruit exploration sessions have resulted in all our students extending the range of 
fruit they are able to tolerate, so Sally and Daylene are very proud of everyone. 
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Group 12 continued 
On Wednesday afternoon we used our bus time to dash out to Daylene’s place 
to interact with her animals. We all loved patting and feeding ‘Pebbles’, the 
goat. She is a lovely, gentle old girl and happily let everyone have lots of pats 
and nestles into her coarse hair. Teela was especially taken with Pebbles. We 
were curious as to the origin of her name but saw a few clues around the 
place. 
We then went to feed the chooks and the 
duck that is rapidly growing into a goose, 
‘Honk Honk’. What fun we had and how 

wonderful to provide real life experience to extend our favourite 
classroom stories, e.g.  ‘The three Billy Goats Gruff’and songs, ‘Old Mac 
Donald had a Farm’. We sang animal songs all the way back to school. 
Just a reminder that swimming starts next Wednesday. Can everybody 
please remember to bring a named swimming bag with togs and towel. 
We will use volunteers to ensure a one to one ratio in the pool to keep 
everyone safe. We are all looking forward to getting back into the pool. Please let us know if your child is sick 
or unable to swim for any reason over the next few weeks. 
On that note we wish everyone a very pleasant weekend. 
 
Cheers  
 
 Sally and Daylene. 

********************** 
GROUP 13 

 
 
 
 
We went to the animal park in Maryborough on 
Monday and saw lots of Australian animals and 
some deer and a camel as well. 
 
 
 
 
The kangaroos liked us feeding them by hand. 
We had to be careful of the camel and the 
Llama, they spit. Kaylene didn’t like the llama 
he was a bit scary. The eagle was very big and 
we even saw snakes and lizards. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Joey was very cute and his big 
friend stole Xanthe’s shoe and didn’t 
want to give it back it was very funny. 
We can’t wait to go back again. 
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Group 13 continued 
We have also been chefs this week cooking real things as well as having a 
pretend shop and restaurant. Thalan joined us for some of the fun. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pour and mix and mix and stir. 
Washing up cooking cleaning and 
working together. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

We have also enjoyed the computer working 
on math and the new curriculum task cards 
Kaylene found. 
 
What a great week we have had in class 
thirteen! 
 
Have fun until next week. 

 
Kaylene, Susan and Group 13 
 

************************ 
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If  you would like to purchase Mrs Joyce’s famous cookbook, please complete the 
form below and return it with the money to Group 6.  Once again, thank you for 
your support!   
 
        

 
 
Name: ____________________ 
 
Number of Copies: ___________ 
 
Money Enclosed: _________ 
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