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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT  
Yet another term has flown and we are all looking forward to enjoying the break.  It 
has been a productive and enjoyable term and I would like to take the opportunity to 
thank all parents and staff for their efforts in working together for the benefit of our 
students.  It is a constant theme of mine that the most important factor in education is 
that parents and school staff are pulling in the same direction.  If this does not occur 
the learning process for our students is going to be confusing and made more difficult 
than it needs to be.  This of course requires effective communication and a little bit of 
give and take.  In the seventeen years I have been at this school I can thankfully state 
that this situation has not developed more than a handful of times.  Each time to the detriment of the student, 
so it’s well worth the effort for all concerned. 

 

As I write this I am being waved to by two classes in our school bus who are on their way to Susan River 
Homestead to enjoy the recreational facilities there for the day.  They are going to be mainly engaged in 
horse-riding which will be a great experience for them.  This has been possible through the fundraising 
activities of these classes and their parents, which demonstrates the practical effects of pulling together. 

 

I will be on long service leave for the first four weeks of next term so Marnie will be Acting Principal.  If you 
have any big problems please do not wait for me to return – contact her as she needs the experience and would 
love to deal with some real toughies!  I am sure that the new buildings will throw up some good ones. 

 

Marnie and Natalie have been on leave this week and we have had Tracey working in Natalie’s position and 
Carol at the front desk.  Tracey of course has done a splendid job as everybody knew she would but Carol, on 
her first contact with our school has been quite magnificent, handling all those initial contacts beautifully.   
She now tells me she has been working in Brisbane High Schools for the last ten years!  We are still 
impressed and can now relax if Tracey should ever be granted leave. 

Best wishes,         
 
 
 
����
����
Geoff ����
����
 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER  
�  P & C Meeting: Tuesday, 13th 

October 9.15am 
�  Last Day of Term 3:  Friday, 

18th September 
�  First Day of Term 4:  Monday, 
 5th October 
�  Pupil Free Day: Monday, 19th   
 October        
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GROUP 1 
I would like to thank all those parents who have returned the camp forms as well as those who have sent the 
fees in.  To those parents who are paying the fees off keep the payments coming in because I will be away at 
the beginning of Term 4 and will not be here to remind everyone.  I will be back just before we leave for camp 
and all fees will need to be paid by then. 
Have a wonderful holiday and see you next term.  
Caroline 
 
Hello everyone and welcome back to another great week in Group 1. As everyone knows this is the last week 
of Term 3.  Group 1 hopes everyone has an enjoyable holiday.  
               
              Highlights of Term 3.  
Caroline: I enjoyed catering with the students and was glad when the catering was finished. 
Norma: I enjoyed catering with the students. 
Sheryl: I have enjoyed working with Group 1 on Wednesdays and Fridays. 
Emily : I really enjoyed the sports day in Bundaberg.  It was fun and was just a really good day!  I have also 
enjoyed working at my new work placement which is at Bay Central Child Care Centre.  I enjoyed cleaning 
up after catering each day as we were able to finish off any special treats which were left over. 
Cheree: I have enjoyed working at Condi Park Child Care Centre and having fun with Caroline and Norma 
during catering. 
Eloise: I have enjoyed working at my new work placement which is at Condi Park Child Care Centre.   I was 
very good with any job Caroline or Norma gave me during catering.  
Zana: This term I have enjoyed helping out in Kaylene’s class as I love helping the younger students.   I loved 
catering – NOT!!! 
Justine: I have enjoyed doing bookwork as I love coming to school and doing lots of new things. It was fun to 
do catering with Norma and Caroline until I broke my leg. 
Kara: I have missed out on a lot this term as I have been away some days.       We miss you Kara 
Conan: I really enjoyed working at Bunnings assembling display items.  I will be returning after the holidays. 
I also enjoyed tuckshop and catering.  I am the best at cutting vegetables julienne-style.  
Tim:  I started helping Sally’s group on a Monday when they have their outing.  I really enjoyed it.  I enjoyed 
cleaning up the leftovers after catering. 
Nick:  Sometimes I think school is boring but I still enjoy coming along.  I did woodwork and made a plant 
box for my Mum.  I helped catering and did a great job – Caroline said so. 
Ryan: I liked woodwork with Ralph from CP League.  I built myself a half pipe for finger skate boards.  I am 
thrilled I got a work placement at Bubishi.  I am glad catering is finished! 
Peter:  I really liked helping out in the junior classes.  It was great!  To top off the term I got my Learner’s 
Permit first go!  I liked catering but got tired walking back and forward to the multi-purpose block. 
 

Before Group 1 says goodbye for this term we would like to wish Caroline and Brendan 
a safe trip to Argentina and we look forward to seeing Caroline when she returns.  
 
We would also like to wish Eloise and Conan a HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY as their birthdays are during the holidays.  Eloise is 
looking forward to her birthday party - she is turning 18.  

Conan will be 17.  HAPPY BIRTHDAY GUYS. 
Goodbye from Group 1 and we look forward to talking to you all next term. 
 
Newsletter written by:  Emily  
 
Caroline and Norma 
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GROUP 2 
It is hard to believe that the term has come to an end.  It has been a very enjoyable term and was finished in 
good spirits with a day trip at the Susan River Homestead.  Group 2 accompanied Group 4 and took part in 
horse riding, fun games and aquatic activities.  Everyone was treated to a BBQ as we all reminisced the 
highlights of the term.  “A picture can tell a thousand words”- check out the snaps of Groups 2 and 4 to 
reinforce that famous saying on our outing further on in  this newsletter. 
 
All smiles till next term,      
        
Aubrey, Marg and Cameron 

 
**************************** 

GROUP 3 
This term certainly has flown it was over before we could blink our eyes. 
But the holidays are upon us and after the busy term we have had everyone deserves a rest. 
Our craft is still hanging in our class and will be there until the end of the year. It just looks too colourful to 
take down.  
For cooking this week we have made savoury pancakes with loads of ham and cheese….  very tasty and as 
usual the girls ate very well.  Not one pancake left of a great big pile of them. 
We have made our photo books again. This time we did them up like we did the cards we are selling. We will 
continue making the cards because we have had some good sales. 
As promised last week here are some pictures of one of the canvasses we made. It has all the girls in it… can 
you find them? 

   
Kirsten, Taylar and Kristal 
 
Brooke, Roshida, Kerryn, and Tiffany 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The entire canvas 
 
 
In the next term we will be sewing and planning our camp and those 
are very exiting things to do… the girls are really looking forward to it. 
Enjoy your holiday everyone! Till next term…keep smiling. 
  
 
 
 
 
Dieuwke, Christine and Mary  
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GROUP 4 
                                  Susan  River 
What a lovely day we had at Susan River with all the activities, horse riding and fun. We have decided that it 
would be better to put a feature page of photographs from our day out further on in the newsletter. 
 I am sure the students would enjoy seeing photos of themselves on a horse rather than read what their teacher 
thought about it. 
Have a good holiday. 
Regards,  
  
Peter and Sue 
 

***********************  
GROUP 5   
This week as part of our fitness/fresh air program we did another long walk around the block around school 
again.  We enjoyed the lovely weather.  It is good to have Maddy back at school and that she is now feeling 
better.  We have been concentrating on physio and movement.  The water bed is being used on a regular basis.  
Alex really enjoys her foot spas.   
We enjoyed our last outing for the term to the Boat Club.  The band began playing 
early and we all enjoyed the entertainment and music.  We have also been making 
music in the classroom using the beaut instruments from Toy Library.  We have also 
been exploring new stories on the whiteboard.  Tory is very good at pressing her 
switch to turn the pages.   

Brendan is heading off on a really great, very long trip over the holidays and we wish 
him a safe trip. 
 
We wish everyone a happy and safe holiday. 
 
            

 
Cheers from Col, Dellyse, Carrieann and Vicki. 
 
 

************************ 
 
 
GROUP 6 
Hi from group 6. What a busy and fun-filled week group 6 have had. 
This week our Disney classic is The Lion King.  The Lion King is a 1994 American 
animated feature produced by Walt Disney Feature Animations. It is the 32nd movie 
in the Walt Disney Animated Classic series. The Lion King was the first Disney 
animated feature to be an original story, rather than being based on an already-
existing story. The filmmakers have said that the story of The Lion King was inspired 
by the Joseph and Moses stories from the Bible and William Shakespeare’s “Hamlet”. 
The movie is about Simba, a lion cub who “just can’t wait to be king”. But his envious 
Uncle Scar has plans for his own ascent to the throne. He forces Simba’s exile from the kingdom. All alone, 
Simba joins the hilarious meerkat, Timon, and his warthog pal, Pumbaa. They adopt the carefree lifestyle of 
“Hakuna Matata” and Simba ignores his real responsibilities until he realises his destiny and returns to the 
Pride Lands to claim his place in the “Circle of Life”. 
Our fine motor work this week saw us colour in and collage a picture of Simba.  We used the soft felt from 
painting rollers and placed the fur on Simba’s feet and tail. We watched the movie on Thursday after we 
completed our food technology program. 
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Group 6 continued 
Our community access outing this week was lots of fun and we always meet many interesting people while we 
are out and about. This week saw us head to Aqua View.  We always park a little way down from Aqua View 
so that we get to walk along the Esplanade for a bit. We love our walks along the Esplanade and Aiden does a 
fabulous job mobilising his standing frame along the path. It’s amazing how many people comment on what a 
great piece of equipment Aiden’s standing frame is and just how clever he is in it.  After our walk we took a 
table at Aqua View and Aiden ordered potato wedges for morning tea. As we were waiting for our order a bus 
load of people stopped by for morning tea. It turned out that they were from the Cleveland RSL and they were 
out for a day trip. One of the ladies started talking to us. She asked us if we were from the Special School. We 
said that we were. She then told us that her daughter used to work at the Special School. We found out that her 
daughter was Carol Gilbert. For some of our senior parents and staff - like Col, Dellyse, Paul, Norma, Sue, 
and Mr Davis, they would remember Carol. Carol used to be the PE teacher at Hervey Bay Special, 
Maryborough Special and Pialba Unit. Back at school, Dellyse told me that Carol’s sister-in-law used to be 
Dellyse’s tennis doubles partner.  So there you go – the things you learn when you go out and about town!! 

As a special end of term outing we headed to the Cinema today. Jenny desperately wanted to see 
the movie “UP!” so we all decided to let her have her whim. The movie “Up” was a comedy 
adventure about a 78 year old man named Carl, who felt life had passed him by. A twist of fate 
brings Carl and an 8 year old boy named Russell together. They go on adventures involving 

encountering wild terrain, unexpected villains, and jungle creatures. We had fun watching the 
movie and enjoyed having Macas for lunch.  
Jenny and Ms Joyce hope that our boys have a safe and restful holiday. We look for 
ward to seeing them after the holidays when we will begin the count down to camp. 
That’s our news snippets for this week. More after the holidays. Cheers. 
  
Jan and Jenny 

******************************** 
GROUP 7 
Hi Everyone, 
 
As you read this I will be somewhere in Italy!!  I am away until week two of Term 4 and will be travelling 
through Europe and Spain.  I thought I would just put together the Highlights of Term 3 for this newsletter. A 
big welcome to Andrew who is joining our class for the next six weeks.  He is a fourth year education student 
and will be completing his internship with us. 
 
What a great term it has been – we have been very busy learning how to have healthy bodies.  The boys have 
really enjoyed completing activities and literacy worksheets based on this unit.  We have made posters, 
written stories and completed art activities. 
In numeracy we have concentrated on money, counting, addition and simple problem solving.  We have 
cooked, swam, ran, made art and craft and all in all had a great time!  We celebrated Teacher Aide Day, and 
we would like to say a very big thank you to Nicole for all her hard work.  
 
JOHN:  I liked riding bikes and playing basketball this term.  The camp was good 
fun and I tried to catch a fish. 
 
THALAN :  Swimming was good fun.  I like swimming in the warm water. 
 
JOSH:   I like going to Australia Zoo when we were on Camp.  The tigers were the 
best.  They jumped in the water and climbed up a tree.   
 
BRANDON:  Bowling was the best!  I won the trophy for getting the highest scores! 
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Group 7 continued 
BRENDON:  The best thing that happened this term was going on camp.  I thought the crocodiles were the 
best.  A zoo keeper hit the water and made the big croc come after him.  It would have been funny if it had 
caught him! 
 
BEN:  I thought camp was the best!  I too liked the crocodiles and tigers.  We had ice-
cream and chips at the Zoo.  
 
MATTHEW :  Australia Zoo was my favourite.  I liked feeding the elephants.  An 
elephant took a piece of banana out of my hand with his trunk.  It felt funny. 
 
JORDAN:  I liked Sports Day the best.  My mum came up to Bundaberg with me 
and she watched me run in a race.  After the sports day we went shopping. 
 
Well that’s all folks until 
next term! 
 
Arrivedercci! 
 
 
 
Teresa and Nicole 

************************ 
 
GROUP 8 
Hi from Class 8. 
 
We have loved this term. 
 
We celebrated 2 birthdays this term - Jason turned 14. Teegan turned 12. We 
played some party games like pass the parcel.   Nicky won.  Here is Courtney 
cutting chocolate and trying to eat as much as possible in 30 seconds. 
 
Also here is a picture of our birthday girl, 
Teegan with her cup cakes sent in by her Nan,  
Lucille. Thanks Lucille. 
 
 
 
Jason with his cake 
           Name the toy for Brent’s  

    expectant baby.  Drop your entry in to Brent’s 
room.  Prize for best name. 

 
 
 
We had a fantastic camp this term. We went to Australia Zoo. 
Here is Munga. It ate Brent  -  ha ha joke! 
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Group 8 continued 
This week’s winners at bowling were Nicky and Jason with a score of 110.   
 
Friday’s cooking was sausage rolls  - mmm sausage rolls! 
 
   
 

Here is Hamish showing his indigenous 
 Art. 

 
We will be working on Africa next term and we are going to start a weekly fishing trip. 
 
A big thanks to Trent for working in our class this week. He is back again next term. 
 
Newsletter done by Hamish   (aka “the Hamster”) 
 
Enjoy the holidays   
  
Brent and Lilly 
PS:  Bombers did have a magnificent Grand Final  win last week! 
 

***************** 
GROUP 9 
Well the last day of term has arrived and we are looking forward to a couple of weeks holiday break.   

Sue decided at the start of the week that we would have a ‘free choice week’ of 
activities and put the academic work aside for the last week of term.  This turned 
out to be a good decision because Sue tried to slip in a couple of educational games 
and found that concentration levels were at an all time low.  However, Bev 
managed to generate lots of interest from Mav and Connor in a new literacy game 
which they played with great enthusiasm.  

 
The Crayon Early Physics computer software activity continues to prove popular 
as the photo with Brandon and Brendon shows.  The boys, having independently 
logged on to the computer and selected their game, were taking turns to try and 
solve the problem of how to get the ball to knock out the star.  It was great to 
stand back and watch them co-operating with each other in order to problem 
solve. Both boys are demonstrating a level of independence and team work that 
has developed over the year. 

 
The TAFE students arrived on Wednesday afternoon and we 
all went down for ball skills and skipping fun.  Savanah 
LOVES rugby and can be seen picking up some great tips from 
one of the TAFE instructors.  Maverick had lots of goes at 
turning the skipping rope for the students that wanted to skip 
and Brendon decided that a game of ‘snakes’ with the skipping 
rope would be more fun. 
We declared this week a signing week and have been learning 

about signs for our feelings.  We began the week by making posters for each feeling: happy, sad, angry, 
confused, cranky etc. and we cut out pictures to go with the sign.  
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Group 9 continued 
Facial expressions are a big part of Auslan Sign Language and we had great fun practising our angry and 
cranky faces.   It was all very timely because we received an ipod touch this week as part of the funding for 
the Transition to Auslan Project.  
Brendon is now able to look up signs and watch video of signs and signing sentences on the ipod and Sue has 
found it very helpful when she forgets signs. 
Today we have a very exciting morning planned because we are off to Hungry Jacks to celebrate end of term 
and Mav’s birthday which falls in the school holidays.  For the rest of the day we will be sorting out our 
games and finishing with a video.  
Have a safe and happy school holiday.  See you all next term. 
 
Sue and Trish 

******************* 
GROUP 10 
What a week to end the term. We started our week with the students putting in a really good effort with their 
academic work. Caleb and Reegan took home some new readers and continued to learn about Australian coins 
and notes. The boys have also been doing some guided writing which they have given a good go. Kayla and 
Kurtis were lucky sausages this week because they got to experience the environment in Colin’s room. Kayla 
enjoyed playing on the whiteboard and finding all the new toys and gadgets which spin and make noise. She 
also found lots of puppets hanging around the place. Kurtis thoroughly enjoyed his time on the water bed and 
found lots of different materials and textures which he was unfamiliar with. He found comfort with a pillow 
and liked it being on his tummy! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Tuesday we headed to the library and we were just in time to hear the last part of the story which we all 
enjoy. Playdough was the art activity on offer this week and as usual we all got in there and played with the 
different toys which squish, roll, cut, dice and thread. Piper loves to make hair out of playdough and thanks to 
our students volunteers this week – Emily and Cheree they were able to keep the students entertained for the 
whole time! They didn’t want to pack up.  
 
We also made some great looking kites this week which the students enjoyed making. Once the glue had dried 
we were able to fly them. Keelan told us they all looked pretty. 
 
On Wednesday we again got stuck into our academic work, singing, reading and finally sport. Sport is a 
highlight for Wednesdays as the students get to interact with the TAFE students who come to visit our school. 
They are an active bunch of people who bring new games and ideas for the students to play and try and I 
know our students greatly appreciate their visits.  
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Group 10 continued 
As we are nearing the end of term we though it would be appropriate to have a fun last couple of days. So on 
Thursday we decided to have a movie and popcorn day! The students thoroughly enjoyed the day and liked 
the other activities which we had outside – kite flying, bubbles, music, singing and dancing! 
 
The best surprise of all awaited the students today – I’m sure they will be able to tell you all about it.  
 
On behalf of Maria and I, I wish all the students and their families a fantastic holiday and hope to see you all 
back on Monday 5th October full of smiles and stories to tell. I have thoroughly enjoyed my 5 weeks in Group 
10 and I look forward to my new challenge next term.  
 
 
PS – A few pictures from the park last Friday! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Jess and Maria 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 
 

************************ 
 
GROUP 11 
What a hard working class! We’ve come to the end of a very busy week this week and we are all ready to 
have a HOLIDAY!  
We’ve learnt many new songs during the week along with practising some old ones.  There was lots of 
dancing and jumping up and down every morning.  
Also this week we read lots of books about animals and everyone particularly loved a book about a baby turtle 
that hatched out from its egg and then tried to find his way into the ocean.  Luckily we were able to find some 
video about another baby turtle on Youtube so that we could watch and learn some more about these amazing 
creatures. 
 
On Monday we went to Bunnings and got some soil for our herbs, which we then planted in pots. We are 
watering them every day and they are looking fresh and healthy. 
Group 11 continued 



10 

Hilly also helped us with the planting and she will come back after the holiday to work in the MSE room with 
us. We just can’t wait to start our exercise program.  
 
This week we also spent considerable time drawing pictures and colouring in our new books with our new, 
thick triangle colouring pencils and we’re now getting really good at drawing circles and colouring between 
the lines. 

 
On Tuesday we did some beading and everyone demonstrated really good taste and skill in the 
way they arranged their beads.  In the afternoon we went flying our new kites in the playground.  
Next time we are going to take our kites to the beach. 
 

On Wednesday we did some tactile art work with Dellyse, including putting paint over bubble 
wrap.  We also played games on the computer using our short term memory.   
 
On Thursday we made some pizzas. In the afternoon we each did some painting for 
somebody very special for us, which we hope they will like and will think of us when 
they look at them. 
 
Today’s Friday and we are looking forward to going to the beach and just relaxing after such an eventful and 
busy week. 
 
Also, this week was our favourite teacher Eva's last week at school.  Her baby girl will 
arrive soon and we just can't wait to see her!  We wish Eva and Brent all the best with their 
baby girl. We are going to miss Eva a lot and we want to thank her for all the hard work she 
did for us and for all the great new things she taught us! 
 
We all wish everyone a happy relaxing holiday! 
        
Cheers, 
 
Csilla and Di  
     

************************ 
GROUP 12                                     
The end of the term is upon us so it is time to think back over the last 10 weeks and celebrate the 
achievements of Teela, Colby, Alex, Shanya and Jayden. We do enjoy witnessing that special breakthrough 
moment when significant learning and development occur in the students. It’s what makes our work so 
worthwhile. This is what we have been observing lately in Group 12: 
 
Colby:  Colby is trying so hard with his spoken language and we are hearing frequent new words. He is able 
to use a sentence to make a request using the visual prompts of his PECs book. Colby is developing good 
control of his pencil in pre-writing tasks and can follow guide lines independently. 
Alex: Alex now always comes willingly to the table to actively participate in academic tasks. He is aware of 
the routines and loves to do things all by himself these days. Alex is matching colours and a variety of Picture 
Lotto games totally independently. 
 
Shanya: Shanya has been very brave in extending the range of acceptable foods in her daily diet throughout 
the term. She has recently accepted tasting a variety of different fruits and will eat pears and strawberries. This 
is a big leap forward from the beginning of the year. Shanya is using her PECs book to make a verbal sentence 
beautifully. 
Group 12 continued 
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Jayden: Jayden has developed very good control of his pencil during pre-writing tasks and looks carefully to 
make sure he follows the desired line. He has also recently blown us all away with eating pear, strawberry, 
kiwifruit and mandarin. A big step forward for a ‘Banana only bloke’. 
Teela: Teela comes willingly to the table to join in with various activities such as Picture Lotto games. She 
allows hand on hand participation in order to be part of the game. A big step for Teela. She has also extended 
her narrow range of preferred foods considerably and happily eats new foods such as banana and yogurt. 
Well done everyone. Sally and Daylene are very proud of you all. 
 
We went to Hungry Jack’s to celebrate all our good work on Monday 
where we consumed hot chips, nuggets and ice cream before having a 
great play on the adventure playground. Here are some photos of that 
occasion. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
We wish you all a safe and enjoyable holiday. See you back in Term 4. 
Cheers  
 
 Sally and Daylene. 

********************** 
 
Group 13 is on the next page 
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