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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT  
On Thursday we met with the project managers of yet another addition to our school 
buildings.  This will be a library and will be part of the Federal initiative called 
“Building the Education Revolution”.  We do not have any choice on the size of the 
building as there is a set construction and a set allocation of $850,000.  We do 
however have the capacity to set out the internal set up.  At the next P & C meeting 
we will be looking for ideas on what to put into the library so if you have any ideas 
please come along next Tuesday, 8th September. 

Whilst we’re talking about the P & C, a big thank you for their donation of a water 
tank which will be used to water Paul’s plant nursery.  This will be a great help to our plant-replenishment 
program and save on our water bill. 

Some very happy campers arrived home on Wednesday having had a super time at Tin Can Bay.  
Overwhelmingly they stated that their visit to Australia Zoo was the highlight.  I look forward to reading the 
account of the camp in this newsletter. 

Today (Friday) we send most of our students to Bundaberg to take part in the Special School Sports Day.  
Accounts of the sports will no doubt feature in next week’s newsletter.  Hopefully the long bus journey will 
not tax some of our younger students too much and that we don’t have too many queasy tummies.  Aubrey has 
volunteered to hold the buckets! 

Also hopefully the Parent Opinion Surveys arrived home last week to forty-five lucky families.  To date we 
have received thirty back.  The survey return date is next Tuesday so would be grateful if the remainder could 
be returned by then. 

Trivia team came a very close second on Tuesday.  Sample question: Which NZ Prime Minister said ‘The 
movement of Kiwis to live in Australian raises the I.Q. level of both countries?’  Hopefully he wasn’t talking 
about our NZ staff! 

 

Best wishes,         
 
 
 
����
����
Geoff ����
����
���������������� The answer of course is that fine example of NZ 
Intellectualism:  ‘Piggy’ Muldoon  
 

DATES TO REMEMBER  

�  Book Club orders and money:  
11th September 

�  P & C Fundraiser (Slice Drive):  
Delivery date: Tuesday, 15th 
September 

�  P & C Meeting: Tuesday, 8th 
September at 9.15am 

�  Last Day of Term 3:  Friday, 
18th September 

�  First Day of Term 4:  Monday, 
 5th October 
�  Pupil Free Day: Monday, 19th   
 October        
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GROUP 1 
I would like to congratulate Peter on gaining his Learners Permit for driving.  
He and Norma have been working all year to achieve this milestone.  He should 
be very proud of his efforts.  Well Done Peter! 
Catering has continued this week and we are receiving very good feedback from 
the people attending the workshops.  The students are getting an excellent idea 
of what is entailed when working in the workplace.  Some students are quite tired after a full 
day of catering.  Next week we get a little reprieve with only 2 days of catering and then we 

have only one more group during the last week of this term.  Catering will then be finished and everyone will 
be able to have a well earned holiday. 
Our school camp is coming up very soon and notes will be handed out this week.  We will be going to 
Mapleton for this year’s camp.  It is one of the nicest camp sites and should be very enjoyable.  I will need to 
finalize the bookings so notes need to be returned as soon as possible. 
Today we went off to Bundy for the interschool sports day which everyone really looked forward to.  It was a 
very enjoyable day. 
                                                  
Caroline 
 
Hey everyone and welcome back to another awesome week with Group 1. 
 
Monday: Some of us went to our work placements and had an enjoyable time. Back at school the rest of us 
helped Caroline in the tuckshop doing the catering and did a really good job. After lunch Norma went and 
picked up the work experience students while the rest of us cleaned up after catering.  
 
Tuesday: We started the day with our daily bookwork and we all worked very hard for Caroline and Norma. 
After morning tea we did our cooking for the week when we made Shepherd’s Pie. We all did a good job 
because it tasted really yummy. After lunch we helped finish cleaning up after our catering for the Literacy 
workshop. 
 
Wednesday: We started the day off with our daily bookwork. After morning tea we worked on our CATS 
books and did a good job. After lunch we continued with the work readiness program.  
 
Thursday: Some of us went and helped Norma in the tuckshop while the rest of us stayed in the classroom 
and did our bookwork. After morning tea we did more bookwork!  We don’t have CP League on Thursdays 
any more because they changed the day to Tuesday.  After lunch we went bowling. 
 
Friday: We had an awesome day at the Bundaberg Special School sports day. We all had 
a really good day.  The students that went were all very tired and some even slept on the 
bus on the way home. I think we will all sleep well tonight. 
 
Well that’s all from Group 1 for this week. There might not be a newsletter next week as 
Emily has told Caroline she QUITS. ( LOL) Not really. 
 
Newsletter written by:  Emily 
 
Caroline and Norma 
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GROUP 2 
It is hard to believe that the term is almost at its end.  Group 2 has had a great couple of weeks and Marg, 
Cameron and myself have been blown away by the group in terms of achievements in class.  
Kobi is now completing a full page every morning in his diary entry.  David is biting at the 
bit to get stuck into targeting maths every chance he gets.  Dylan is putting in a big effort 
in mastering his new unit in Measurement and also putting a smile on Marg's face by giving 
her some flowers.  

Ricky-J has taken a keen interest in his practical work experience with Bill exploring 
mechanics and last but not least Nick has been a bundle of joy – working hard on his 
signing and speech.  Thursday and Friday are the two big events this week – with road 
safety and bike safety on Thursday and sports day in Bundaberg today.  Stay tuned for a 
run down next week on how we dominated sports day. 
   

All smiles til next week, 
 
Aubrey, Marg and Cameron 

**************************** 
GROUP 3 
Haven’t we had a busy two weeks! 
  
Our soap making has taken another jump ahead and all girls have mixed, shaped and decorated wonderful bars 
of soap. Now all it needs is time to dry them out. If you come into our class room you can smell the beautiful 
scents we have used. 
 
Our walks have been very interesting too. We have walked around the block outside the school and next week 
we will incorporate exercises on the equipment at Kawungan State School in our trips. That will really get us 
into shape! 
The girls like the change of scene and we get to meet the people in our neighbourhood to say “Hi” to. 
 
Our cooking sessions have been very successful with the girls asking for seconds and no 
left-overs or even a chance for the teachers to taste the dishes.  The girls have been 
cutting and peeling all kinds of vegies for our vegie soup. Tiffany made a plate full of 
little meat balls to go in the soup. Very responsible frying of the meat and stirring of the 
hokkien noodles by everyone. And the smell of these lovely dishes got us remarks from 
everyone who walked past our classroom. 

 
Our grooming lessons have been interesting: trying our new hairstyles, washing of hair and 
lots of use of the mirror. This is something every girl likes and our girls have been admiring their make-up, 
their coiffures and their wonderful smiles. 
 
We have been very lucky that most of our girls have not been sick this winter, just a few and then only for a 
few days.  
 
We are also lucky that Mary can play the guitar and she has been so good as to play 
her instrument while the girls sing and enjoy the music. Especially Roshida loves the 
guitar and is able to strum to the rhythm of any song.  
Well next week we will report on the sports day without t doubt with loads of photos 
Until then … keep smiling 
 
Dieuwke, Christine and Mary  
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GROUP 4                                                                                                                       
                            Photography Scrapbooks 
What a busy week we have had with all the things that have been going on. We have 
been very active with our photography and all the students are having a great time 
taking photographs of the many and varied activities that we do at school. 
The students have been learning how to use our digital camera and how to use the 
available light when they shoot.  The most common problem that anyone has when they 
begin in photography is learning to “shoot with the light”. 
The camera works very similarly to the human eye and when we try and take a photograph of an object 
against a bright background we often end up with a silhouette and do not get the results we want. 
Students are “scrap booking” their photographs and making a visual diary of the year and I am sure that this 
will become an important keepsake and a valuable record of what a great time they had at our school. 
 
                           Susan River Horse Riding 
On 17th September we will be having a full day excursion to Susan River 
Resort Ranch and the students will all get the opportunity to ride a horse. The 
horses at Susan River are trained by the legendary horse whisperer Guy Mclean 
and are some are the best mannered horses I have ever seen. 
Last year we were treated to some beautiful horses and I am sure the staff at the 
ranch will saddle up their most mild mannered horses for us once again. 
Students will enjoy a day of sports and games and will have the use of the swimming pool and tennis courts. 
We will be putting on a barbeque lunch for everyone and thanks to the fund raising from Aubrey and Marg’s 
hot chips the cost of the day will only be $5 per student.   We will be sending home a permission slip next 
week. 
Cheers  
                                                                        

              Peter and Sue  

 
GROUP 5 
This week has been another busy week in our room.  Hilly visited and helped with our exercise program 
which will strengthen our arms and legs.  Alex really enjoyed a foot spa while Maddy did her exercises on the 
water bed.  Brendan is becoming rather independent and is learning to find his way around the school. 
 
It is a very special Birthday for Tory – she has 
become a teenager – 13 on Thursday.  What a 
wonderful day we all had helping Tory to celebrate 
this special occasion.  Tory’s Mum came with us 
on our Thursday outing and so did our lovely 
volunteer, Noeline.  We went for a walk around the 
Boat Harbour, right down onto the pontoons.   
Then we went to the Boat Club for morning tea.  The special singer at the Boat Club, Buddy, sang Happy 
Birthday just for Tory.   

 
We then stopped at the fisheries to buy some prawns for Tory which she relished as 
soon as we got back to school.  With Vicki at the wheel, we “lapped the ‘nade” while we 
all sang “Boompa, Boompa, Boompa” at the top of our voices on the way back to school 
where there was more excitement.  
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Group 5 continued 
 On Wednesday we had made some little patty cakes and 
put pink icing and sprinkles on top and Tory’s Mum 
brought to school a beaut birthday cake that Tory’s sister, 
Saraid, had made specially for Tory.  It had blue jelly that 
looked just like a swimming pool with little people 
swimming in it. Everyone say Happy Birthday several 
times as the singing candle was lit.  In the afternoon Tory 
had a little nap. 
 
We wish all our Dads a Happy Fathers Day and hope they like the gifts we made for them.  We had a lot of 
fun finger painting some wrapping paper also.   
On Sports day some of the school went to Bundaberg but it is such a long way in the bus for us to get there 
and then come all the way back so we had our own mini sports day.  We had some races, a slalom wheelchair 
race, a relay passing the baton and ball and bean bag activities.  We all won some ribbons. 
 
Happy Teacher Aide Day to Carrieann and Vicki – they really look after us well.                           
  
Cheers from Col, Dellyse, Carrieann and Vicki. 
 

******************************** 
 
GROUP 6 
Hi from Group 6. “Happy Birthday William” for this Wednesday. William is now 10 years old. Everyone in 
Group 6 was invited to William’s house for his birthday party. Ashley used his Little Mac Communicator to 
wish William “Happy Birthday Mate”. We had such a fabulous time especially when we played pass the 
parcel. Aiden nearly jumped out of his wheelchair with excitement every time the parcel stopped in his lap 
and then he won the final parcel.  
 

 

 
This week our Disney classic is Beauty and the Beast. It is a 1991 American animated feature produced by 
Walt Disney Feature Animations. It is the only full-length animated feature film to ever be nominated for an 
Academy Award for Best Picture. Beauty and the Beast won 2 Academy awards for Best Music, Original 
Score, and Best Music/Song for Alan Menken and Howard Ashman’s “Beauty and the Beast”, sung in the 
film’s most famous scene by Angela Lansbury, and at the end of the film by Celine Dion and Peabo Bryson. 
The film is based on the fairy tale of the same name, about a beautiful woman, named Belle, kept in a castle 
by a horrible beast. The beast, formerly a young prince, and his entire household had been transformed by a 
spell cast by an enchantress as punishment for his insensitive behaviour. An enchanted rose, which the 
enchantress previously offered to the prince in exchange for shelter while disguised as a beggar women, 
serves as an hourglass for the prince. 
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Group 6 continued 
 It would bloom until the prince’s twenty-first year, and he would remain a beast unless he learned to love and 
is loved in return before the rose’s last petal fell.  
In true Disney style, the beast turns out not to be that bad, and having a gentle side after all, which only Belle 
sees, and falls in love. Belle in turn sees through the ugliness of the beast and falls in love with him breaking 
the spell, but only after some fighting and bravery occurs. As usual everyone lives happily ever after. 
 
We have been very busy in the area of fine motor work. Our fine motor activity this week saw us colour and 
collage a picture of the Beast. 
 
 Last week we began making our Father’s Day presents, which involved using paint to make some hand 
prints. As well as this, using hand over hand technique, we cleverly made some great looking Father’s Day 
cards. Thank you to Jenny for helping us make our cards.  
 
Food technology has been fantastic fun. Last week we cooked Maid of Honour cakes. This recipe comes from 
William’s Nan, Sue, and will be in our forthcoming recipe book. It’s very interesting as these cakes have 
shortcrust pastry on the bottom, jam in the middle and vanilla cake on top. We did a great job in mixing the 
ingredients together to make the cake. 

 Ms Joyce helped us use an electric mixer operating it with a Big Mac switch, to mix 
together all the ingredients. She says we did some great switch work and excellent turn 
taking.  This week we made our dad’s favourite recipe – savoury scones. They are very 
healthy and have bacon, corn, zucchini, red capsicum and spring onions in them. This 
recipe is also in our forthcoming cookbook. 
 

We had a very special community access outing last week. Jordan, from Group 7, said that his mum would 
sell chocolates for us. His mum is Nicole and she works at Harvey Norman, so we visited her at Harvey 
Norman and delivered some chocolates to her. She was very happy to meet us and spent some time chatting to 
each of us. A big thank you to Nicole for helping us to sell our chocolates. After our visit to Harvey Norman 
we had morning tea at the Coffee Club Café. Laurel bought potato wedges and shared them with Aiden.  We 
only have about 4 boxes of chocolates left for sale. Anyone wishing to purchase chocolates need to come and 
see us quickly, before they all sell out.  Also any other families willing to sell chocolates at their work place 
are welcome to help us. The money raised helps to fund our end of year camp which will be a three night visit 
to the Gold Coast.  
 
Our cookbook, which we have been working on for quite some time now, is in the final stages. We are proof 
reading the recipes, and finalising the layout. We hope to have it ready for sale early next term. The money 
raised from the sale of our cookbook also will go towards funding the cost of our camp.  
A special mention goes to Jenny today and we wish her and all the other teacher aides that help us Happy 
Teacher Aide Day!! That’s our news snippets for this week. More next time. Cheers. 
       
Jan and Jenny 

******************************** 
GROUPS 7, 8 AND 9 CAMP NEWS 
This week Groups 7, 8 & 9 have joined together to bring you all the news from our fantastic school camp at 
Cathy House, Tin Can Bay.  It was a huge success and all the staff felt very proud of our great kids!  They all 
behaved beautifully! A big thank you to Trent (U.S.Q. final year student) for all his help on our camp. 
 
Well all the kids arrived on Monday very excited and eager to take off on what was some of the children’s 
first camp.  After much excitement and sad farewells from the kids (and cheers from the adults) the trailer was 
loaded up with all the bags and the kids loaded onto the two buses and we were off! 
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Groups 7, 8 and 9 continued 
First stop was the TESS farm at Maryborough.  We had a great time there looking at all the animals.  We fed 
kangaroos and wallabies, saw an eagle, talked to the cockatoos and saw deer, emus and a male peacock that 
put on a beautiful display for us.  We had morning tea, then back on the bus once more, and we were off to 
Tin Can Bay. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We arrived at Cathy House and we all checked out our rooms and unpacked. The weather decided to turn cold 
and showery, so we had a fun afternoon dressing up at Mummies and Zombies.  The children had a fantastic 
time, wrapping up each other in toilet paper and garbage bags.  We also had pass the parcel, with lots of fun 
activities that the children had to do before passing the parcel to the next person.  The rain stopped so we went 
for a walk to the park and they had a great time on the fantastic equipment there.  Some of the kids braved the 
pool for a swim, then off for hot showers. 

 
MUMMIES AND ZOMBIES 
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Groups 7, 8 and 9 continued 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
PASS THE PARCEL 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lots of fun with pass the parcel – Guess who was the winner! 
 
Tuesday:  Australia Zoo 
We were all woken up very early (5.45am) as we had to be ready for an early start. After breakfast we all 
climbed into the buses and we took off for the Australia Zoo. 
What a great day!  Crocodiles, feeding the elephants, tigers, snakes, lizards, otters, birds and also a super show 
that we all sat down and watched.  We were all very tired when we climbed on the bus to head back to Tin 
Can Bay.  We got back at 6.00pm very tired, ate dinner, had showers, then all the kids were in bed by 7.30pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wednesday:  Dolphins 
Another early wake up call!!  We all had breakfast then we went down and saw the dolphins.  There were 
three dolphins that came in, but they were not too hungry.  Next we went for a play in the park and some of us 
went fishing.  We had lots of fun trying to catch some fish to take back home for dinner but unfortunately we 
didn’t have any luck.   It was a beautiful day and the children really enjoyed themselves and many didn’t want 
to leave.  But alas soon it was time to head back home. 
We made a quick stop in Maryborough for lunch at Hungry Jacks then jumped on the bus to get back to 
school on time.  We arrived back at 2.15pm very tired but everyone agreed that it was a great camp! 
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Groups 7, 8 and 9 continued 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Teresa, Nicole, Brent, Lilly, Sue and Trish 

 
********************* 

GROUP 10                                             

Everyone enjoyed circle time on Monday and showing off their dance moves when the music 
was on.   The boys did some hard work especially with money.  They also had a go with the real 
thing.    
 

 
 Piper and Maria were at Pialba State School chatting with all the kids and having a go at 
handball with a large ball.  Some of the children in the Pialba class were eager to learn the 
signs Piper uses, so we showed them the Rainbow Song in sign language.   
 
 

There was no library this week as the bus was away with the classes on camp but we enjoyed reading at 
school as well as some stories on the computer.  We also watched a video of Piper at the go cart tack with 
everyone watched over and over again.  They also showed everyone that came to the room.  
 
Wednesday we worked very hard at making our Fathers Day present which I am sure all dads are going to 
enjoy.  Caleb and Reegan were looking forward to sports day all week telling us everyday how many sleeps to 
go.  
 
The whole class would like to thank Bonnie for being our helper – we have 
enjoyed having you in our class. 
 
Hope all the Dads have a special weekend. 
         
Jess and Maria 
 

******************************** 
GROUP 11 
  It is hard to believe we only have two weeks to go! This week our class have been busy participating in lots 
of music sessions, completing our individual activity sheets and reading lots of books in our whole class story 
sessions. 
 
Unfortunately on Monday and Tuesday we weren’t able to go on our usual outings as three of the other classes 
were using the busses on school camp. It didn’t worry us too much though as it gave us some extra time to 
busily prepare a few Fathers Day treats in preparation for Fathers Day this Sunday.  
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Group 11 continued 
We can’t give out too much information as we don’t want to ruin the surprise for our Dad’s, but we do hope 
they have a great day on Sunday! 
Last week we had a great time in our cooking session 
as we made fruit salad. Dre and Daniel were very 
clever at cutting up the apples, while Lilly and 
Micheala showed us all how they could cut up the 
pineapple. Jay and Kyle thought the best part was 
taste testing and happily tested all the different kinds 
of fruit for us as we cut them up – for quality 
assurance purposes only of course!! 
      
Today some of us are off to the Sports Day in Bundaberg. It is going to be a very long trip which is why not 
all our class are going. As long as we are all still awake by the time we get there – it is sure to be lots of fun!! 
 
Well that is all our news for this week, before we sign off though we would like to say a big ‘hello’ to Jay who 
hasn’t been very well this week. We hope you are feeling better soon and look forward to seeing you back at 
school next week. 
 
Have a lovely weekend 
 
Eva, Di, Lisa, Sheree and Group 11 
 

************************ 
GROUP 12 
We have had a quiet week this week for a couple of reasons. Firstly we have continued to have students away 
due to the same nasty bugs still floating around. Secondly as school transport was used to take three lucky 
classes on camp, we gave our usual Community Access programs a rest for the week. 
 
On Monday afternoon we used Sally’s vehicle to go to Big W to buy our class a new computer game. We all 
enjoy the computer and Interactive Whiteboard activities very much and were ready for a change. We chose a 
game featuring Shanya and Jayden’s favourite character ‘Dora, the Explorer’. At the moment it isn’t working 
properly so when our technical wizard, Ian, returns to school next week, we hope to have it all running 
smoothly. Fingers crossed. Nothing is ever simple when it comes to computers! 
 
Peter A came and worked in our class for an hour on Monday to help add programs to our Interactive 
Whiteboard favourites. Since then we have all been trying out the Cause and Effect activities on the 
Playground site on Funbrain. These simple activities give an immediate response to a touch on the screen and 
involve such things as knocking an animated character off a swing, making a frog catch flies and belch, 
moving a character around the page to catch falling snowdrops in his mouth and so on. There have been 
giggles of amusement and a real keenness to hang around and wait for a turn. Funbrain is a very motivating 
site for all our students no matter what their level of skill. 
 
On the computer front the focus has been to encourage correct mouse or switch use for some of the class. 
Colby is our computer nerd and with him the focus is to use the equipment with less exuberance. We are very 
impressed with how well Colby has taken to the computer. A great learning tool for him. Well done to Jayden 
for mouse use and to Teela and Alex for being involved in the IWB a lot more. Shanya has been sick most of 
the week but she is fantastic with her switch work. 
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Group 12 continued 
Here are some photos of us at work using computers and the I.W.B. 
 

         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The rest of the week has seen us busy working on treats for the special bloke in our lives, namely our DADS. 
We hope our little gift and card on Sunday give our dads an idea of how much we appreciate what they do for 
us. Group 12 wish all fathers out there a lovely day on Sunday!!! 
Apart from the usual class activities there is not much left to report on. We all opted to stay behind today as 
some of us find travelling in a bus for long distances very frustrating. But we were there in Bundaberg in spirit 
and wished our HBSS athletes good luck in all their races and activities. 
Until next Friday, have a good week everyone!! 
HAPPY FATHER’S DAY. 
 
Sally and Daylene. 
   

****************************** 
GROUP 13 
This week has flown by with Kaylene at training learning all about reading and 
writing. Dale was in the classroom with Susan and we had lots of fun. We worked 
hard on number activities and had sport and bikes down on the oval. We spent 
some time exploring the sensory garden as well.  
 
 Dale is very good at sport and runs very fast. We are all very excited about sports day and 

running races.  Some students have also been working on bits and pieces for this weekend 
while others have made something special for themselves.  
 

 
On Thursday Kaylene brought her little poodle, Latte, to school.  Everyone loved having 
her here. We walked her, took her for a run on the oval, combed her fur, fed her treats and 
made her do tricks. She’s very clever. Her name is Latte because she is the colour of 
coffee. She was very tired by the end of the day. We have been watching Latte grow since 
we first met her at eight weeks old now she is six months. We hope she will come again one more day before 
the end of the year. 
Joshua went off to bowling with Brent and Caroline’s Groups in the afternoon on Thursday and the rest of us 
spent the afternoon in the sandpit or watching Ice Age 2.  
Next week we will be trying to take our class photos  
Wish us luck - it will be fun. 
 
Until next week, keep smiling       
Kaylene, Susan  and Group 13    
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Communicate to Participate 
Speech Pathology Week 

23-29 August 2009 
 

Last week was Speech Pathology Week which culminated in Speech Pathology in Education Day on Friday 
August 28. 
 
The ability to communicate has a major impact on and individual’s quality of life. Giving someone a means to 
communicate with people around them, not just their needs and wants, but their thoughts and emotions, can 
allow an individual to actively participate in conversations not just of need, but of interest. 
 
Speech-Language Pathologists are the experts with the training and expertise to assist the educational team to 
provide intervention for communication difficulties and ultimately provide students with an effective means of 
communication to allow them to participate fully in all aspects of their lives (regardless of what methods of 
communication are used). 
 
In the home… 
Language has a strong basis in conversation, and is set in familiar routines with familiar vocabulary. The 
predictable language of stories rhymes and songs helps lay the foundations for children’s participation and 
interaction.   
(Support-a-Talker, 2006) 
 
You can continue to develop children’s language in the home by: 

·  Reading to your child every day 
·  Encouraging children to verbalise their thinking 
·  Involving your child in talking about their experiences 
·  Playing games such as “I Spy” to develop vocabulary and phonological awareness 
·  Playing board games to develop language around directions, instructions and negotiation 
·  Discussing ways to develop communication 
·  Encouraging your child to discuss matters of interest and importance to them 

(First Steps Speaking and Listening Map of Development 2006) 
 


