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23 Frangipanni Avenue, Scarness  
PHONE: 4197 1777  

                   FAX: 4197 1700 
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT  
Some very good news concerning our new buildings.  We have been successful in 
application for a wheelchair ramp to be added to the eastern side of the building.  This 
will give wheelchair access from both sides of the new G block buildings and speed 
up any evacuation emergencies.  It will also give much better access to our new 
library which is to be placed at the end of G block. 

We are pleased to welcome Dieuwke back from Long Service Leave but on Monday 
we said farewell to Lorna, who is away for five weeks.  She has been replaced by Jess 
who did such a fantastic job replacing Sally. 

We are now into our third week of hosting the Literacy Professional Development in our Multi Purpose 
Block.  This involves some 20 – 30 teachers attending each day and being catered for by our senior schooling 
students.  It is a wonderful experience for our students in the art of hospitality and they have done an excellent 
job.  On top of that we are earning money on the catering and room hire for our new bus.  A big thank you to 
Caroline, Norma and the senior class. 

I had an e-mail this week from Val Jones who was one of our teachers in 2007.  She is now back working in a 
school for Autistic students in Wales.  She sends everyone her regards and tells us that she reads our 
newsletter (downloaded from the internet) to her students every week.  They are apparently closely following 
the adventures of each group with considerable interest and think that our school is much more fun than 
theirs! 

The Trivia Team is continuing its successful run with another close win on Tuesday over yet another 
Maryborough team. 

Best wishes,         
 
  ����
����
����
Geoff ����
����
����
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER  

�  Book Club orders and 
money:  26th August 

�  P & C Fundraiser (Slice 
Drive):  
Money and Orders due: Friday, 
4th September.                                       
Delivery date: Tuesday, 15th 
September 

�  Pupil Free Day:  Friday, 28th 
August 

�  P & C Meeting: Tuesday, 8th 
September at 9.15am 

A SPECIAL NOTE TO PARENTS AND 
CARERS – Autism Queensland visits 
There is an opportunity for you to discuss 
issues of high concern about your child 
who has a diagnosis of ASD.  If you would 
like the opportunity to talk to people from 
Autism Queensland could you let your 
child’s teacher know and a referral form 
will be sent home to you.  AQ will be 
visiting Hervey Bay on Monday, October 
12th. 
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GROUP 1 
WOW! What a busy week for everyone.  We have catered everyday this week.  I must 
say the students are very proud of their efforts although they are quite tired after their 
day working doing the catering.  While we are hard at work we still have time for fun 
banter while we get all the food ready.  Everyone is gaining a better understanding of 
what is required to put a full day in on the job.  We only have 2 groups left to cater 
for.   
The normal school program has continued on regardless of the extra activities involved with catering.  
Monday those students who have work experience went off to their respective work places and the others 
stayed back for catering. 
Tuesday we discussed our Healthy Lifestyle Routines.  Some students find this activity difficult but as we get 
into the swing of things- I am sure they will begin to have a clearer understanding of all that is involved in 
maintaining a healthy lifestyle.  In the afternoon we had our cooking lesson which involved cooking cinnamon 
buns (we will have to have Dellyse included in our healthy eating part of a healthy lifestyle program).  
 Then we were off for shopping. 

Wednesday we had a whole day in the classroom doing our bookwork and CATS Books. 
Thursday was the CP League and Tuckshop with bowling in the afternoon.  Today we 

had a bit of a rest day with sports on the oval and our excursion in the afternoon.  
We had a lovely birthday party at the park with a delicious birthday cake Emily’s 
mother sent in for us to celebrate Emily’s 17th birthday with.  Happy Birthday Emily! I 
hope you have a wonderful day tomorrow for your birthday. 

 
Caroline and Norma 

********************************** 
 
 
GROUP 2 
Hi from Group 2. 

We have had a fabulous week.   
I have been blown away with the effort that has been put in by all students in class.  David has 
been immersed in using a vast range of interactive software involving Maths and Literacy.  Kobi 

has been all systems go with his writing development and knocking over many a page in his Maths 
work book.  Ricky has proven that the less he talks in class the more he learns.  Dylan has made a start on a 
measurement unit and is improving his spelling ability each week.  Last but not least, Nick has been a bundle 
of joy and has taken quite a liking to assisting with our silk designs.  Nick chose a Brisbane Broncos design 
and it turned out to be one of the coolest bandanas that the kids have laid eyes on. 
 
Group 2 is also celebrating Dylan’s 14th Birthday today in the form of all the 
usual goodies.   
  
That’s it for this week. Have a great weekend.  
 
Aubrey and Marg 
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GROUP 3 
 
After all these weeks it is good to be back again!  Thanks to everyone for making me feel so welcome! 
I missed out on a lot of good things in our class, but am catching up slowly.  
 
There are again some changes in our class with Irene on long service leave and Mary taking her place. We 
hope that Irene has a wonderful rest and enjoys her time off. We have had Mary in our class before and so it 
was very easy for all of us to get used to each other. 
 
This was a great week! 

 
Christine came back from the produce shop with a glowing report on Monday: 
Tiffany did so well in her work experience. She put everything that she has 
learned in the last few weeks into practice and worked very hard. We were 
very proud of her when she came back to school and she had it a bit easy the 
rest of the day. 
 
 
Roshida has been very busy drawing, making music and playing 
with the magnetic animals on the whiteboard. She also enjoyed 
dress-ups and looked beautiful in her red dress with red hat.  
Come to think of it so did Kristal only she was decked out in 
white. 
 
 
                                
For cooking this week we made exotic chicken legs with a vegetable stew. Of course there were all clean 
plates and everybody thought it tasted wonderful. Even the chocolate cake just disappeared into everyone’s 
tummy without any complaints. 
 
We worked on the collages on the canvas again this week and they are impressive. We can’t wait to hang 
them on the walls, which will be a problem because we have so little wall space left. 
 
The girls really like the physical exercises we do in the morning. The mornings are still so lovely and fresh 
and they came back to class all rosy and happy. We play ball, run, ride bikes, play with the Frisbee and have 
loads of fun. It will be good training for the sports day in September.   
 
The girls have made cards lately and just as well because we needed to make a card for Yvonne who had her 
baby: a beautiful boy called Liam. We hope she will come to school to show him to the girls. 
Well next week the rest of the saga will be told, till then, keep smiling! 
 
Dieuwke, Christine and Mary  
 

**********************************  
GROUP 4                                                                                                                       
                               Photography Classes 
Photography has always been a popular subject with students and I can still remember the first time I 
developed a print in the darkroom all those years ago when I was at uni. 
There is always an element of magic that children enjoy when producing photographs of themselves and their 
friends. 
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Group 4 continued 
Over the past ten years photography more so than any other area has been revolutionised by the introduction 
of digital technology. 
I still don’t think it has become any easier for the teacher and but it is certainly a lot quicker for the students to 
print a digital image. 
We have purchased a good digital camera for the class and a copy of adobe photoshop and the students are 
loving it. 
We are currently producing visual photographic diaries that we be a lovely keepsake when they are completed 
 
                       Happy Birthday Tash 
Last Friday we celebrated Tash’s 16th birthday in fine style with a .lot of 
goodies bought in especially by her wonderful mum. 
All the students had a lovely party and we all join in wishing her a very  
Happy Birthday 
 
 
 
                  Frozen Cups Are Coming Back. 
Bonnie and Jasmin have decided that they would like to do a fund raiser for the class and they have decided to 
sell frozen cups. (All the class will be involved in their production). 
With winter nearly over and with warmer days approaching they will sure to be popular. 
This time we are having frozen cups made from fruit juice with added fruit and we hope that they will provide 
a healthy alternative for our students. 
                                                                         

              Peter and Sue   
********************************************* 

 
GROUP 5                                                                                       
Another beautiful week – hasn’t the weather been kind? 
 
Group 5 did their shopping this week at Aldi to buy the ingredients for chicken stir fry.  It was a mostly 
popular dish with everyone enjoying it - lots of sensory stimulating smells. 
We continue to keep active with Brendan now riding independently around the sensory garden, Maddy having 
arm and leg movement, Alex trying different poses on the water bed and Tory really getting active on the mat 
– last week Tory enjoyed lying on the mat under the trees in the sensory garden area.  The waterbed is very 
popular with Maddy and Tory also liking the support and motion of it. 
This week we began our Jungle theme and the hippo, elephant, giraffe, zebra and lion appeared – we are 
working on some green jungle vines and a big fat snake – lots of tactile work. 
Our outing this week was to the RSL where we gave Troy some of our paintings to 
brighten up his office.  He was really happy to see us.  

 
                            
                            
 
                                    
 
 
 
    

Cheers from Col, Dellyse, Carrieann and Vicki. 
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GROUP 6 
Hi from group 6. A special hello to William. William has been unwell this week but has managed to join us 
for short periods of time. 
This week our Disney classic is “The Rescuers”.  This Disney classic was produced in 1977 and released in 
1983. The movie was based on Margery Sharp’s children’s novels “The Rescuers” and “Miss Bianca”. The 
movie is about the Rescue Aid Society, an international mouse organisation, headquartered in New York and 
shadowing the United Nations. It is dedicated to helping find abducted victims all around the world. 
The story line is about an orphan girl named Penny who puts a message in a bottle. The bottle washes up in 
New York and is taken to the Rescue Aid Society. The Hungarian representative, Miss Bianca, volunteers to 
take the case and chooses the janitor Bernard as her partner. The two set out to the orphanage where Penny 
lived and there meet an old cat named Rufus, who tells them that Penny had been worrying about not being 
adopted by any family. He had attempted to re-assure her, but he assumed that she had run away of her own 
accord. He then mentions a woman named Madame Medusa had tried to lure Penny in to her car earlier that 
week, and this may be the women responsible for Penny’s disappearance. The mice travel to Medusa’s 
pawnshop and search for clues. Pretty soon after overhearing a telephone conversation to her assistant Mr 
Snoops, whom Medusa reprimands for being unable to find the “Devils Eye” diamond and for failing to stop 
Penny from sending a message in a bottle, the two mice detectives are on their way to the Devils Bayou. With 
the help of an albatross named Orville and a dragonfly named Evinrude, and Evinrudes’ dragonfly mates, 
Miss Bianca and Bernard rescue Penny, give the devils eye diamond to the Smithsonian Institution and see to 
it that Penny is adopted by a nice new mother and father. Bernard and Miss Bianca remain partners in the 
Rescue Aid Society and soon depart on another mission, one of them being “The Rrescuers Down Under”. 
Our fine motor activity got a bit messy this week. Using hand over hand technique Jenny and Wayne helped 
us collage a picture of Miss Bianca and Bernard by sprinkling glitter over the picture. We got glitter on the 
floor but Aiden put up his hand and volunteered to clean up the mess. There was lots of laughing and giggling 
and somehow the mess was cleaned up.  
This week in food technology we made an apple slice. The boys used an electric mixer operating it with a Big 
Mac switch, to mix together the eggs, margarine, and sugar. The boys did some great switch work and 
excellent turn taking.  
We had a very special community access outing this week. Aiden’s dad, Howard, works at Reef World. 
Howard invited us to come to Reef World and have a look at all the beautiful fish, starfish and turtles. While 
we were there Howard pointed out two fish that Aiden caught. Below are some photos of us at Reef World. 
Thankyou Howard. It was a fabulous morning. 

Group Six have chocolates for sale. Anyone wishing to purchase chocolates may do so. Also any families 
willing to sell chocolates at their work place are welcome to help us. The money raised helps to fund our end 
of year camp which will be a three night visit to the Gold Coast. That’s our news snippets for this week. More 
next time. Cheers. 
 
Jan and Jenny 

******************************** 
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GROUP 7 
Hi everyone, 
 
This will be short and sweet as Teresa has been away for half of the week with the flu that has swept through 
the school. We have had many absences this week due to another bug that has kept a few of the boys home. 
Hopefully after the weekend, the boys would have had a big rest and come back next week fresh and healthy! 
 
We are very lucky that summer has started early and we were able to return to the pool for our weekly outing 
and enjoy the beautiful sunshine. Hopefully it only gets warmer from here on in. We sat by the pool and had a 
sausage sizzle before returning to the pool for some free time. Matthew enjoyed diving off the diving board 
into the pool. Josh had a great time chasing after Brandon in the water.  

 

 
 
Thursday saw us return to the bowling alley where Brandon and Josh were the winning team with a score of 
86. What a great game! It was a very close contest with the winner only being announced after the final ball 
had been bowled.  
 
We were lucky enough to join Brent’s group again this week on Friday for cooking. We cooked mini pizzas. 
They were very tasty! We put Ham and Pineapple on top with lots of cheese.  
 
Enjoy the weekend. 
 
Erin  and Nicole  

***************************** 
 
GROUP 8 
Hi from Class 8, 
Another interesting week has been and gone.  We have been having a focus  
on telling the time and using money. All of our class are really accurate at  
recognising all the notes and coins.   We are now trying to improve our 
knowledge about the value of notes and coins.   We have been looking this  
week at different combinations of coins that make up $1 and different notes 
 that make up $100. 
 
In HRE this week we have been looking at the art of shaving. We made balloon faces complete with beards 
and moustaches and then had the job of shaving their faces. Some were naturals and amazingly used the 
homebrand disposable razors to create a very smooth shave. Didn’t think it could be done! See the pictures 
below. 
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Group 8 continued 
Our car washing program continues to be a success.  
We are averaging about 6 cars per week. Thank you to 
 those staff members who have allowed us the 
opportunity to wash your car. 
 We don’t enjoy the real dirty ones though! 
 
 
This week’s bowling winners were Jason and Beau with a score of 97. 
Today we cooked mini pizzas for morning tea. 
 
Not long now until our class camp to Tin Can Bay!! We are getting excited already here at school. I think the 
kids are too. 
 
Cheers, 
 
Brent and Lilly        
PS: For Sale:  Toyota 1998 Rav 4.  Great Condition. 170,000km.    $8,500. See Brent  
   

*********************** 
GROUP 9  
It is amazing how the most simple and mundane occurrences can turn into the most amazing opportunities for 
a learning experience.  Here’s how it happened…. 
On Thursday after a busy morning’s writing, reading and signing work in class, Sue, Trish and Lynelle (our 
Auslan sign language teacher aide) decided that our brains needed some fresh air before morning tea so we all 
trooped down to the undercover area intending to play a quick game.   
As we arrived in the undercover area a truck pulled in and proceeded to reverse up to one of the buildings and 
stop. Lynelle was teaching us the sign for truck and the boys decided that we might need to check out what the  
truck was doing and disappeared round the corner to investigate.  

Two men were unloading lots of boxes and packages, and Paul explained to our 
guys that he was going to have to open all the boxes to see what was in them.  
Now for those of you who don’t know, Paul has been around our school for 
longer than anyone can remember – first as a teacher aide and in the last couple 
of years as a groundsman.  He can sign really well and as he was explaining 
things he was also signing to Brendon and Brendon was paying close attention.   
So Group 9 proceeded to help Paul open boxes.  Paul continued 
to explain and sign to the students about what was in each box.  

Savanah counted bottles of paint, the boys counted packets of paper towels and various other 
bits and pieces. Then Brendon, Brandon, Connor, Mav and Savanah helped Paul shift the 
packages into the back room of the shed and put the rubbish in the skip.  Thank you Paul for 
taking the time to share this experience with our guys - they had a great time. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Sue and Trish 
 

 



8 

GROUP 10                                             

Reegan and Caleb have done some excellent reading this week.  On Monday they played with some goop 
which the boys really enjoyed.  Kurtis was unsure with it having stuck to his hands! 
 
Tuesday we went to the library and listened to some songs and played with playdough before choosing some 
books.  Kurtis, Kayla and Piper went to visit Col’s room on Wednesday.  They had some time on the 
waterbed, explored his room and listened to Col’s choice of much which we thought was 
“different!!”  Meanwhile Caleb and Reegan did some work with money which they are picking up 
quickly.  

 
Thursday we made a carrot cake, put some candles on it and sang “Happy Birthday” to 
Kayla as she had been away on her birthday. We played a game of soccer which Kayla soon got the 
hang of and was running to get the ball first.   
Today we had a great time in the park – we really look forward to our Friday outing!  

 
Jess and Maria 

 
******************************** 

GROUP 11 
Hi from Group 11 
 
This week we have been focusing on our literacy and numeracy programme and everyone has coped really 
well with all the different learning activities. Daniel has been very busy learning the names of different 
colours whilst Jay, Micheala and Kyle have been working hard on their pre-writing skills. Lilly has also been 
putting in a big effort this week, working hard to sequence number cards and playing a new game called ‘Dice 
fun’ while Dre continues to wow us all with his reading ability and is starting to explore simple addition. We 
all really enjoy our structured work time which is great to see. 
 
On Wednesday after all our hard work early in the week it was time to have some well deserved fun with 
Dellyse. First we read a story called ‘Mrs Mopple’s Washing’ and then before we got all messy painting, we 
had to practice pegging washing onto the fence of our playground! Daniel was very clever at using the pegs 
and Micheala enjoyed watching the clothes all flap around in the wind. Lilly had a great time in this session 
also as she gave everyone their fair share of pegs, whilst Kyle enjoyed getting nice and messy as he spread the 
paint on the table ready to print onto paper socks and t-shirts. Once we finished printing all the different 
pieces of clothing, we carefully glued them onto a big washing line that had been drawn on a piece of paper. 
The end result looks just great! If you happen to walk past our classroom you should pop in and check it out!! 
  
              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Have a great weekend 
 
Eva, Di, Lisa, Sheree and Group 11 
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GROUP 12 
We started the week with two of our lads away. The tummy bug is a nasty 
one this year with some students getting second doses of it. At least we are 
finishing off the week with a full house again. Stay well everyone!! 
Our Monday Community Access Outing was a beauty this week. We 
headed down to the Marina to spot boats. There were plenty of boats of all 
descriptions to keep us focussed and talking as we wandered along the 
jetties. As usual on a Monday we had our faithful volunteer Pauline there 
to hold hands and keep the language flowing. Some of us were a bit too 
vocal so we decided to not descend on the local café scene at the Marina 
but drove to the Pier and found a table where we could stretch out and enjoy a bit more space to eat our 
morning tea. We all thought Hervey Bay was a wonderful place to live that morning.                   
 
Most of our week has been fairly typical and all programs have been ticking along nicely. Cooking on 
Wednesday morning deserves a special mention this week as it was a particularly motivating activity with 
some outstanding results for some of our young students. 
Our class really enjoy hand on cooking sessions, the messier the better, where the end results can be sampled 
with little delay. Making Banana Sundays fit that criteria very well. We all get to peel and chop our banana, 
scoop big dollops of ice-cream, pour on the chocolate sauce, sprinkle on 100s and 1000s and top it all off with 
squirts of whipped cream. Then comes the best part. No sign of distant tummy bug for this activity. Some of 
our students are oral defensive or can only tolerate a narrow range of food so when the whole class tuck into 
something they have made Daylene and Sally get very excited. On this occasion we had Shanya eat a whole 
banana along with the other ingredients. We were so proud of her and heaped praise onto her. But when we 
noticed Teela not only participating happily, as food activities are not usually her thing, but starting to try new 
flavours, we felt it was a real breakthrough. Teela ate a whole banana, enjoyed the freezing ice-cream and 
wanted lashings of whipped cream and the rest. At this rate we will all have to call on Weight Watchers. This 
week Teela has also accepted rice bubbles in her repertoire of accepted foods so we are very impressed. Here 
are some photos of the happy event. 
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Group 12 continued 
I just want to thank the ongoing support of our volunteers, Pauline and Daniel who make our outings possible. 
We are also lucky that some of our senior students enjoy work experience opportunities in the class from time 
to time. This week we were very happy to have Peter along at Golf to support Alex with his hitting. Great 
work everyone.  
We hope you all enjoy the weekend. That’s it for another week. 
 
Sally and Daylene 

******************************** 
 
GROUP 13 
Group 13 has been very busy since the last newsletter.  
We have spent time on the beach which was loads of 
fun.  
 
 
 
 
The boys dug big holes and jumped over the little waves, and then we went to the Purple Park which 
challenged our climbing skills. Shouts of glee and delight were to be heard across the Bay. 
 
We also made furry yellow dogs with googly eyes - Woof Woof!! 
 
On Tuesday we went shopping to buy lots of healthy fruit 
for our fruit skewers which took lots of fine motor skill to 
chop and thread the bits onto the sticks. They turned out 
great.                                                 
 
 
We have been encouraging healthy eating in our class and have encouraged the students to bring fresh fruit to 
school every day to add to the fruit bowl which is shared throughout the day.                                                         
 
 
On Wednesday everyone was involved in making a car we included wheels, windows and even seat belts. A 
great opportunity to discuss safety when travelling in the car. 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thursday morning was spectacular with the students settling into academic tasks very  
well first up. Computer work followed with a movie and a game as a treat in the afternoon. 
The highlight of the day was when Joshua’s tooth came as he was chomping 
on a piece of fruit. We were very excited and impressed. 
 
Until next week keep smiling       
Kaylene, Susan, Sheena and Group 13     


