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23 Frangipanni Avenue, Scarness  
PHONE: 4197 1777  

                   FAX: 4197 1700 
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT  
A tummy bug seems to be attacking staff and students at school this week and we are 
advising anyone with ‘tummy’ symptoms to stay at home and not spread it any 
further.  It does not seem to last for more than a few days thankfully. 

On Monday we welcomed two Skill Centred students to our school for a week’s 
placement.  Jenny and Tanya have settled in well and they have been a great help in 
Teresa and Sally’s classes respectively.  They will both be assets for the child care 
services. 

We have been informed that our proposals for funding under the ‘National Schools 
Pride Projects’ program have been accepted.  This will give us a total upgrade of our tuckshop, a ceiling hoist 
for lifting students in and out of the spa, and an extended roof and shock absorbent floor for the outdoor area 
in C Block.  These will be a welcome upgrade to our present facilities but will of course add to the present 
‘building site’ look of our beautiful school, which hopefully will be restored soon. 

It’s that time of the year again when School Opinion Surveys are distributed to schools.  It may seem that 
some of our parents have filled these in for years with the same questions year after year.  The bad news is 
that the questions are still the same but now we have 86 families to share our 40 questionnaires amongst so 
you may be lucky and not have one sent home. 

Thankfully our Trivia Team came back to form on Tuesday and took out first place but had to share it with the 
Maryborough team who were also in fine form. 

The Mariners finished off the season in scintillating fashion with a 67-10 win over Nambour.  It seems my job 
is safe for another year! 

Best wishes, 
 
 
        
Geoff 
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DATES TO REMEMBER  

�  P & C Fundraiser (Slice Drive):                    
Money and Orders due: Friday, 4th September.                                       
Delivery date: Tuesday, 15th September 

�  Pupil Free Day:  Friday, 28th August 
�  P & C Meeting: Tuesday, 8th September at 

9.15am 

P & C FUNDRAISER 
 
           SLICE DRIVE 
 
Please find attached to this newsletter an 
order form. 

Money & orders due: Friday 4th September 

Delivery Date: Tuesday 15th September 
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GROUP 1 
Hey everyone and welcome back to another week with Group 1  
 

Monday Some of us went to our placements and had an enjoyable time. Zana stayed back at school for her 
work placement.  She is learning what is required to help as a teacher aide.  Kaylene, her supervising teacher, 
has given her excellent reviews.  I am so very pleased with Zana’s performance.  She should be very pleased 
with herself.  Next week Tim will begin his placement at the local supermarket.  Back at school the students 
that stayed worked well for Caroline and Norma doing their ‘book work’.  In the afternoon we all went to pick 
up the work experience students and have a soft serve at Hungry Jacks (boy it’s good that Conan works at 
Bunnings!)  Catering was on as well and Nick, Peter and Tim were scheduled as helpers but Nick was away 
and Peter went down to woodwork so Tim was the driving force and did an excellent job but boy he was 
exhausted after a day of work.  Well done Tim! 
 

Tuesday Catering began first thing and Kara, Eloise and Justine were scheduled 
but Kara was away so Eloise and Justine did an excellent job and we had a very 
busy day serving lasagne and salad.  Caroline was away but Norma soldiered on 
with Cheree to help as well as the knowledgeable girls.  Well done everyone! 
In the afternoon we had our cooking and prepared pumpkin soup.  We did not 
have time to eat it so we are saving it for our Friday excursion - where we will 
have a banquet. 
 

Wednesday began the day once again with catering and Conan, Tim and Ryan were our helpers.  Ryan shines 
as our waiter, Conan is definitely our best chef behind the scenes and Tim works well as the general hand.  
Everyone else worked all day in the classroom - firstly doing their bookwork then on to their CATS books and 
in the afternoon we worked on our road rules.  Peter got nearly all the questions right (he only missed 2).  He 
is just about ready to sit his learners test - GOOD LUCK TO HIM!  
 

Thursday started with the day with catering and tuckshop as well.  We had Eloise, Cheree, Justine, and Conan 
all helping in a joint effort to get tuckshop and catering food out on time as well as in excellent presentation.  
They came up to the mark with flying colours and we received extremely good reviews.  In the afternoon most 
of us went bowling and I believe Brent’s class remained in form and stomped all over us.  They beat us by a 
whopping 11 point.  WELL DONE BRENT’S GROUP!  We need to pick up our game guys. 
 

Friday was a great day because we got to have a PARTY.  It is Peter’s 18th 
birthday HAPPY BIRTHDAY PETER!  We went out on our usual excursion but 
had the fun of getting cakes, buns and pumpkin soup.  I sure wish we had 
birthdays everyday. 
 
This is a poem that Emily wrote during the week. 
 
My new best friend  
By Emily Nixon 
 
Today I met a great new friend that knew me right away. It was funny how she understood all I had to say. 
She listened to my problems, she listened to my dreams.  We talked about life and love she’d been there 
before it seemed. But as I went to pull her close and give my friend affection I realized that my great new 
friend was nothing but my reflection.  
 
Newsletter written by:  Emily 
 

Caroline and Norma 
********************************** 
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GROUP 2 
Hi from Group 2, 
 
We had a very busy week this week. On Monday we went to the gym and did  
our workout routines. The boys are working very hard on their strength and ‘building 
their muscles’. 
 
On Wednesday we were off to our weekly game of bowling. This week resulted in 
a close game with Ricky J edging out the competition with a huge score of 118. Great game RJ! 
 

Gymnastics was on the agenda for Thursday. The highlight for this week was when the 
boys swung from the rope into the foam pit. They also had a great time climbing through, 
over and under obstacles in the obstacle course.  
 

Friday was back to the soccer field for our rivalry game between classes. It was a hard 
game again this week with the scores very close. Everyone had a great time out enjoying 
the sunshine and fresh air.  During middle session we made banana smoothies.  

 
That’s it for this week. Have a great weekend.  
 
Aubrey and Marg 
 

************************************ 
GROUP 3 
It has been a very topsy turvy week this week with Christine being away all week but all the girls have coped 
well and have had a marvellous week. Bonnie has been with us all week and we have really enjoyed her 
presence in the room. 
 
We have continued the sea theme this week and have 
completed some brilliant paintings of dolphins, humpback 
whales and octopus’s. Thanks to Bonnie for being our 
creative arts director and drawing some beautiful ocean 
animals for the girls to paint – it was muchly appreciated.  
The girls also continued to add to their canvas creations. 
This week we added sand, shells and coral to the mural which is looking a treat. We have also dedicated a 
wall to house all the girls artwork and this is also coming along nicely.  It will definitely be a nice treat 
for Dieuwke when she returns from her leave next week. 

 
Cooking this week was enjoyed by all. Hamburgers and chocolate cake              
were on the menu. Tiffany and Kirstin did a fine job of cutting the 
ingredients for the meat patties. All the girls prepared their plates to make 

their hamburgers on. We used lettuce, tomato, cheese, pineapple, onion and a 
meat pattie on a sesame seed bun! 

 
Today the class went to the Botanical Gardens.  We took some bread to feed the ducks and turtles. We also 
started soap making. I know the girls enjoyed the different aromas that came from the ingredients and found 
the process of making beautiful smelling soap interesting. 
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GROUP 3 (continued) 
As mentioned previously Dieuwke is back on board on Monday from her long service leave - we all hope she 
enjoyed her break. I’m sure the girls will be excited to see her smiling face back in the room. I have 
thoroughly enjoyed my 2 weeks with the girls and now I move on to my next journey in Lorna’s class. Thanks 
for a wonderful 2 weeks Group 3 - until next time,  
 
Jess, Irene, Bonnie and Christine  
This week’s newsletter has been typed by Taylar.  
 

**********************************  
GROUP 4                                                                                                                       
Sports News 
This week has been a good one for sport with fine and cool weather. 
The sunny days and cool nights are a Phys Ed teacher’s dream.  
The students have had a big week with our gym personal fitness program: Ten Pin bowling, Aussie rules and 
soccer.  This week for the second time in a row Paige bowled very well to take out the Best and Fairest 
trophy. Bonnie had a great session and took out the girls top score trophy. 
 
Also we had some visitors from Aussie rules organised by Brent. Kelly and the others had a ball learning 
some kicking and passing skills. In the gym we have had to be very quiet as the adjoining hall is being used 
for a literacy seminar but our students have been very well behaved. 
 
In The Classroom 
In the class this week our numbers have been depleted by illness. Tash and Gemma have both been away with 
colds and Paige has just returned to us after a speedy recovery. 
 
We have done a lot of reading and all the students have enjoyed our literacy push. Students have been taking 
home books to read and Sue and I would like to thank our parents for their support. The response from parents 
and the improvement that the students are showing has made all the effort worthwhile. 
In class I have been reading students short stories by Enid Blyton and the 
students have been enjoying them thoroughly.  It just goes to show that 
the work of really good writers never dates as I remember my mother 
reading to me stories by the same author. 
                                                                         

              Peter and Sue   
********************************************* 

 
GROUP 5            
This has been another busy week for us.  We have had lots of visitors – Physiotherapists, Occupational 
Therapists and Speech Language Pathologists have all visited most of us this week helping with our programs.  
Some of us also saw Dr Jasper.  We are lucky to have so many people looking after us.  We also met Alex’s 
transition helper who is coming to our room to see what Alex gets up to at school.  Col and Dellyse are busily 
finalising IEPs.  Thanks to the parents who came to school for the meetings. 
 
Shopping this week was to the fruit barn where we bought carrots, zucchinis and onions.  Then under the 
direction of Master Chef, Vicki, we plated a tasty quiche which everyone enjoyed tasting and eating. 
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GROUP 5 (continued) 
We have now finished off our art for the kind gentlemen at the RSL.  We have started gluing feely stuff to 
make another big fluffy cloud to hang in our room.  
  
We are trying to get a lot of fresh air and exercise too.  Alex is enjoying the movement on the water bed and 
the different ways she can be placed.  Tory is getting very strong doing her exercises on the mat.  Brendan 
rides the bike around the school and is getting to be a very fast walker.  Maddy also enjoys movement on the 
waterbed. 
 
We went to the Botanical Gardens this week and walked around the paths. We had great fun feeding the 
greedy ducks.  We saw an ibis talking to a turtle - I wonder what they were saying? Carrieann tried to lead us 
mountain climbing through the bush but we back-tracked to find a smoother path.  We had Noeline puffing 
too. It was rather a warm day but we all enjoyed our picnic morning tea. 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
Cheers from Col, Dellyse, Carrieann and Vicki. 
 

******************************************* 
GROUP 6 
Hi from Group 6. Last Friday was a very special day. Everyone in Group 6 was invited to Ashley’s house for 
his 15th birthday.  We all had a lovely time and the boys had lots of fun having their parents join them for the 
party. Ashley especially enjoyed himself. 
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GROUP 6 (continued) 
This week our Disney classic is “The Little Mermaid”. This classic is based on the Hans Christian Andersen 
fairy tale of the same name. It was released in 1989 and is the twenty eighth film in the Walt Disney animated 
classic series. The star mermaid in this movie is Ariel. Ariel is sixteen years old and is dissatisfied with life 
under the sea. She is very curious about the human world. With her best fish friend, Flounder, Ariel collects 
human artefacts and goes to the surface of the ocean to visit Scuttle, the seagull, who offers Ariel inaccurate 
and comical knowledge about humans. Ariel’s father, King Triton, forbids Ariel to have anything to do with 
humans. One night, Ariel and Flounder travel to the ocean surface to watch a celebration for Prince Eric. Ariel 
falls in love with Eric. The villain of the movie is Ursula. She makes a deal with Ariel resulting in mermaids 
being transformed into humans, Ursula and Triton using their powers, and good prevailing over evil. 
 
Our fine motor activity got a bit messy this week. Using hand over hand technique Jenny and Wayne helped 
us to paint a picture of Ariel. Some of us managed to paint ourselves!! Ooops. On Friday we will enjoy 
watching the movie. A walk along the bike path and morning tea at Aquavue was our choice of outing this 
week. Laurel and Jenny bought a scrumptious morning tea (potato wedges with sour cream, scones with jam 
and cream) which they shared with Aiden. He liked the potato wedges the best.  
 
This week in food technology we made a chocolate nut slice. The boys used an electric mixer operating it with 
a Big Mac switch, to mix together the eggs, margarine, and sugar. The boys did some great switch work and 
excellent turn taking.  
 
On Friday the Paediatric Low Vision Clinic visited William. They are a valuable service and help to advise on 
vision needs and suitable programs. The advisory visiting teacher for vision impairment, Irene, was also there. 
We are looking forward to her future input into William’s program.  
 
Group 6 have chocolates for sale. Anyone wishing to purchase chocolates may do so. Also any families 
willing to sell chocolates at their work place are welcome to help us. The money raised helps to fund our end 
of year camp which will be a three night visit to the Gold Coast.  
That’s our news snippets for this week. More next time. Cheers. 
 
Jan and Jenny 

******************************** 
GROUP 7 
Hi everyone. 
 
This week has been busy as usual.  We were very lucky to have 
Jenny join us in our classroom.  Jenny is completing one week work 
experience with us as she is studying for her Certificate 3 in 
Disability Services.  She has settled in really well and she has been a real asset to have.  The 
boys have been working hard on literacy and numeracy and have been doing some great work. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For cooking this week we joined in with Brent’s class for rotations. They made some yummy banana muffins.  
They also made banana smoothies.  This encouraged the boys to work together with different peers.   
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GROUP 7 (continued) 
A.F.L. was the go this week with Auskick coming to the school to teach the kids how to play.  The boys were 
really excited and joined in very enthusiastically.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We also started swimming this week.  The weather was perfect, so we decided to enjoy the day.  We swam in 
the heated outdoor pool then had a sausage sizzle for lunch.  Then the boys were back in the pool for some 
free time.  A great day was had by all. 
 
Well that’s it for this week, until next time, keep smiling! 
 
Teresa and Nicole  

***************************** 
GROUP 8 
Hi from Class 8. 
This week we have been busy working on our research projects. All students have put in really great efforts 
and some of the slideshows they have created about their topics of interest have shown enormous effort and 
creativity.  Marnie has promised to provide us with morning tea and watch all of our project presentations 
soon so we are looking forward to that.  
 
We have also been involved in other interesting activities this week.  
 
On Monday afternoon and again on Thursday morning we had an AFL football clinic from AFL Queensland. 
There was a big turn out of students who really enjoyed being taught some new skills and there was definitely 
some talent on show. 
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Wednesday we went to the Aquatic Centre for swimming practice. 
It was a glorious day and we topped it off with a sausage sizzle. 
 
 
 

On Thursday we enjoyed bowling in the afternoon where the winners this week 
were Teegan and Alexis with a score of 106. 
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GROUP 8 (continued) 
Friday was another sensational day where we shared the kitchen with Teresa’s class to participate in cooking 
rotation groups. The kids are really improving their independent living skills as a result of involvement in 
these weekly sessions not to mention the glee at eating it all. Today we made banana muffins and banana 
smoothies. 
 
Cheers, 
 
Brent and Lilly 
 
PS: For Sale:   Toyota 1998 Rav 4.  Great Condition.  170,000km.  $8,500.  See Brent
   

*********************************** 
 
GROUP 9  
We are all becoming excited about camp now that the letters have gone home.  I 
overheard a conversation between Connor and Brandon on Thursday about what 
dolphins look like and sound like.  I’m sure they are going to enjoy feeding the 
dolphins at Tin Can Bay.   
 
On Wednesday we went shopping at Coles to buy some ingredients for our cooking on Friday.  At the deli we 
selected some ham and Mav thought he would also like to try some roast beef so we got some roast beef as 
well.  We also bought bread, cheese, tomatoes and pizza bases for next week’s cooking. Everyone was 
beautifully behaved but it nearly came undone when we saw Brendon’s Dad at the Café buying lunch and 
Brendon thought that he might like to buy some hot chips for everyone.  Thank goodness for Aubrey’s hot 
chip fundraiser because we were able to remind Brendon that there were hot chips waiting back at school. 
Whew! 
  
Mav has been taking his communicator to the respite house this week and has been impressing everyone there 
with his wonderful communication skills.  On Thursday we had some FCAC students come to visit and the 
first thing Mav did when he saw them was run to the desk to get his communicator. Way to go Mav! 
 
Today we are making toasted sandwiches for our cooking.  Brendon signed to us to get the toasted sandwich 
maker out on Wednesday afternoon, so he is obviously looking forward to our cooking session. 
Have a great weekend everyone.  More news next week. 
 
Sue and Trish 

*********************************** 
 
GROUP 10                                             
 
Hi from Group 10. 
Week 5 gone already! This will be the last newsletter by me until Term 4, as I will be going on long service 
leave as of next week. Jess will be in for the rest of the term. 

 
This week has been busy and varied with all sorts of activities happening. Monday 
started with songs and morning talk about happenings over the weekend. Sounds like 
some people had fun at the whale festival. Reegan and Caleb worked steadily with Bev 
on reading and language activities. Kurtis, Keelan and Kayla used the cause and effect 
programs on the interactive whiteboard. In the afternoon the students had fun with play 
dough. Thanks Sheree for making the play dough. See the photos. 
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GROUP 10 (continued) 
On Tuesday we did some shopping and went to the library. Caleb and Reegan managed to find most 
ingredients using a picture card whilst Kayla swiped the Coles card. Keelan chose another music CD in the 
library. In the afternoon Caleb, Reegan and Kayla had a go at playing hopscotch. See the photos.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kurtis has been using a special pillow to keep him calm and relaxes with the yellow gym ball rolling over 
him. Kayla loves to use the yellow gym ball as well. See the pics. 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
On Wednesday there was more music. The students got to play the Middle Eastern 
drums once more. The students used the interactive white board to choose songs 
from the Kindersite website to listen to. In the afternoon everyone had a chance to 
manipulate a piece of clay to make anything they wanted to. See the pics. 
 

 
On Thursday we all went down to the oval to participate in 
some ball handling skills related to the game of AFL. See 
the pics. That was energetic activity indeed, so it was, just 
as well, we did cooking in the middle session. Our recipe 
today was, Cauliflower and Cheese Slice, everyone thought 
it was yummy so they asked for seconds! In the afternoon, 
students Mark and Blake from Fraser Coast Anglican 
College came to meet the students and played ball with 

Reegan and Caleb outside. 
 
Friday is Kayla’s birthday. Happy birthday Kayla!  
 
More news next week from Jess. Bye now. 
 
Lorna and Maria 
 

******************************** 
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GROUP 11 
This week we have been up to all sorts of interesting things. 
 
On Monday we enjoyed sticking pieces of egg carton onto some extremely fierce looking crocodiles. 
Micheala made her crocodile have very bumpy skin by using lots of cardboard pieces and Kyle made his 
crocodile nice and green by carefully painting it once all of the glue had dried.   
 
On Tuesday we had our usual trip to the Botanical Gardens, however this week we arrived to find lots of 
people in a meeting right near our special duck feeding spot! (Usually we have it all to ourselves and it is 
lovely and quiet). We managed to ‘share’ though and the ducks were as usual pleased to see us and gobbled 
up our bread very quickly! 
 
On Wednesday we had heaps of fun with Dellyse squirting bottles of dye onto a 
big sheet. We are going to make the sheet into a big rainbow – it is so colourful! 
Lilly and Daniel had a great time squirting the dye out of the bottles. Check out 
their artistic techniques in this photo. 
 
On Thursday we made some very yummy Muesli Slice. Dre did a great job helping to measure out all of the 
ingredients and Jay was our expert taste tester! We hope all the mums and dads enjoyed the slice as much as 
we did! 
 
Today we continued our Australian Animal craft work and had some well deserved relax time with a DVD in 
the afternoon. 
 
Have a great weekend 
 
Eva, Di, Lisa, Sheree and Group 11 
 

******************************** 
GROUP 12 
Greetings everyone. 
It is great to have a full house again after a touch of tummy bug seemed to sweep through the class. Everyone 
is as fit as a fiddle at the moment so long may it last. 
 
On Monday we welcomed Tanya Frost into Group 12 for the week. Tanya comes to us from Skill Centred 
Hervey Bay and is here for work experience as she has shown an interest in working with young people with a 
disability. Tanya fitted into the class very quickly and formed positive relationships with the children. It’s 
been a pretty busy week as usual and Tanya has taken it all in her stride. We hope you come back to visit us 
Tanya. Well done on a great week. 

 
We started the week with a delightful outing to our local Botanical 
Gardens. We never seem to tire of feeding the ducks so it is a favourite 
outing we like to include in our Community Access schedule once or 
twice a term. Thanks to our dedicated regular volunteer, Pauline, we had 
lots of adult help to ensure the ducks were fed in gulp size pieces and that 
we all stayed safely behind the barriers. 
                 
After the ducks had had their fill we had a lovely stroll through the 
gardens, trip-trapping across the bridges and identifying big and little 

trees. A leisurely drive along the Esplanade brought us calmly back to school. What a wonderful way to start 
the school week. 
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GROUP 12 (continued) 
On Tuesday everyone tried their hardest to produce their best independent pre-writing work which put a big 
smile on Sally’s face. Lots of stickers were plastered into books. Daylene reported wonderful matching and 
counting as well. Our shopping expedition to Coles saw us selecting a colourful variety of fruit for 
Wednesday’s cooking session. 
 
Our cooking session was more of a sensory exploration exercise this week as 
we identified colour, texture, smell and taste with banana, watermelon, 
strawberry, rockmelon, pear and mandarin. Everyone had a turn of cutting the 
fruit into smaller pieces and either mouthing, licking or devouring the end 
result. We were especially proud of Teela who allowed some mashed banana 
into her normal lunch choice and Shanya who gave eating watermelon a very 
good try. We will have to keep it up. The boys ate most of their fruit very 
willingly. 
 
Wednesday’s golf activity at the driving range was as popular as usual and supported by Pauline and Daniel 
who lend a hand with the supervision. We are very appreciative of their help. 
 
Thursday is always a busy class based day with special attention placed on our pencil skills, number, matching 
and language work and this week was no exception. Everyone knuckled down without realising it was real 
‘work’ since the rest of the week had been such fun. 

 
Friday is much like Thursday except we finished off with a bit of mess with paint or 
glue or clay during the afternoon art session. This week we hope to be getting into 
the clay and paint to make the most of our willing helper, Tanya. Hope this doesn’t 
put her off future visits. 
 
Have a very pleasant weekend all. 
 

Sally and Daylene. 
******************************** 

 
GROUP 13 
 
On Monday we had a very busy day which started with a visit to the farm we were lucky that Xanthe’s 
grandparents have beef cattle on their farm and we were able to go and visit. We fed the cows bread and found 
the veggie garden with cherry tomatoes and snow peas. We had a taste and they were yummy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sheenah stayed with Joshua at the AFL clinic and he had a blast as well. He couldn’t wait until Thursday to 
do it all over again.  
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GROUP 13 (continued) 
Tuesday morning Delyse came to spend some time with us and we went down to the oval for some sport. In 
the middle session we practiced sounds on the whiteboard and played games. Jayden went with Kaylene to see 
what he could find to take pictures of as they walked. He found all sorts of interesting things including 
Kaylene. 
 
On Wednesday we worked hard on targeting maths. Alex went walking 
with Kaylene to take his photos and Joshua started writing his book. 
  
We had a very active afternoon on the oval with bikes, the footy and  
T ball.  
 
Thursday the students were busy exploring food. We made fruit kebabs  
and they were very popular. In light of this we will be having a fruit  
platter each day prior to morning tea to encourage healthy eating and  
happy tummy and brain food.  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Friday morning we made a yellow dog to finish our I went walking freeze and then had some bubbles and 
music in the sensory garden. We also practiced jolly phonics letters and sounds on the whiteboard. In the 
afternoon we are hoping to get out in the bus to go to the agility park at Pialba.  
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                            Painted by Xanthe 
 
Until next week keep smiling       
Kaylene, Susan, Sheena and Group 13 
 

******************************** 
 
 
 
 
 
                       

                             
                                             
 
 
 

 

IMPORTANT MESSAGE TO PARENTS AND CARERS 
 
A reminder to parents and carers that information about your child needs to be 
written in the Communication/Home Book or in a letter rather than told to a taxi 
driver, escort or bus supervisor.  This makes sure that the correct information reaches 
the school and there is no confusion. 

 

 

  

 


