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23 Frangipanni Avenue, Scarness  
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT  
I am delighted to report that the work on our new classrooms has started with the tree 
loppers in nice and early on Monday and the hill removers flattening the site over 
Tuesday and Wednesday.  The way things are going we could have two new 
classrooms before the term is out.  We unfortunately had to put up with a fair bit of 
noise but many students took great delight in watching the trees being lopped and the 
earth moving equipment in action – from a safe distance of course. 
 
Three of our teachers – Teresa, Eva and Kaylene – attended a workshop in the Bay on 
Tuesday and Wednesday, on how to work with students who are diagnosed with 
Autism.  It was pleasing to hear that our teachers thought we were well advanced on strategies compared to 
our mainstream colleagues, who are often struggling with students who are different. 
 
It appears that the strike action which was set for next Thursday the 30th of July has been called off to give the 
opportunity for further negotiations.  We can only hope that these can be successfully concluded. 
 
Sally continues to send us postcards from exotic locations but her leave is quickly coming to its end and it’s 
back to the classroom for you young lady (she is of course able to access these newsletters on the internet – so 
make the most of the last week, Sally!) 
 
The trivia team were unable to overcome the five point handicap for winning three in a row and limped in at 
fourth spot.  Still an even start now next week. 
 
On the rugby front – Mariners scored an excellent win over Gympie by 57 points to 17 with Cameron our 
teacher aide (P.E.) scoring three very good tries.  Caboolture this weekend.  
 
 
Best wishes, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         
Geoff 
 
 
PS  Last week’s trivia answer:  Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania. 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER  
Book Club money and orders 
due back:  Wednesday, 29th July 
 
P & C meeting:  Tuesday, 11th 
August 
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Emily’s first two newsletters were lost in cyberspace so our third attempt will be delivered on paper in person. 
 
We have had a very productive week.  On Monday everyone�went to their�work placements with Cheree at 
Condy Park; Conan went to Bunnings; Justine to Torquay State School Prep class; Eloise to ABC Learning 
Centre.  Unfortunately Kara was unwell and missed her day at St Vinnies.   Emily had her first day at Bay 
Central Early Learning Centre and loved it.  She is so pleased to have a placement at a child care centre.  
Eloise has a new placement at Condy Park with Cheree.  Ryan has been very fortunate to gain his first choice 
in a placement at Bubishi Martial Arts Centre.  He was absolutely thrilled that they are willing to give him a 
go.  Tim has been accepted in a placement at Woolworths but he will need to complete his workplace safety 
induction before he can start.  Peter’s work place has been so impressed with his work they have given him a 
few days of casual work on the week-end.  Well done everyone! 
 
I would like to thank all the businesses who are willing to give our students a go.  Their involvement in our  
Work Readiness program is very important to the success in preparing our students for work once they leave 
school. 
 
Tuesday during cooking the students prepared the best nachos ever.  They 
were delicious.  Well done everyone!  Then they went shopping for next 
week’s bake fest.  Each student will prepare their own cake to take home 
and share with their family.  **Don’t forget to bring a cake tin to cook 
the cake in from home along with a tea towel to take the cake home in.   
 
Wednesday was crammed with bookwork.  First with their Maths and Reading then on to their CATS books.  
Wednesdays are always a very busy day so in the afternoon we relaxed with a video. 
 
Thursday we had tuckshop as usual and Zana went to her work placement with Kaylene’s class and id doing 
an extremely good job with the younger students.  Because CP League was unable to come those students 
who usually have woodwork missed out.  Instead they got to carry on with more bookwork – but the afternoon 
made up for all the laborious bookwork with everyone going bowling.  We had the most fantastic afternoon 
with almost everyone scoring a PB – Personal Best. 
Boys:        Girls: 
Conan was top scorer with 149    Justine was top scorer with 118 
Ryan:   129       Eloise:  111 
Tim: 117       Cheree:  87 
Peter:  PB 89 
 
We won the interclass competition with a whopping 40 point margin!! 
 
Friday was our usual futsal and excursion day.  We cooked a lovely barbeque with Peter cooking vegies on 
the barbecue. 
 
Have a wonderful weekend! 
 
Caroline and Norma 

********************************** 
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GROUP 2 
What a magnificent week we have had this week.  Group two got off to a flying start with some impressive 
sessions in the classroom.  Ricky-J is using his new beaut I-Pod to type his diary out each day – which is 
proving to be very popular.  Dylan has been knocking over many pages in his Maths work books. 
 
Nick has taken a liking to working with Kobi on our new computer 
program which involves the construction of a Zoo.  This incorporates 
building suitable enclosures, selecting species and habitats and 
maintaining the Zoo.  
 
 
Wednesday was a big day for the class as we had bowling first session, with Dylan and Nick taking the cake 
on an unbeatable 130 – Nick was absolutely rapt.  
 

We also had our first hot chip drive for the year, which put the class under some strain 
as we did not purchase enough oil to fuel both our deep fryers.  Now I’m not going to 
blame anyone for this miscalculated blunder (it was MARG), but we certainly learnt a 
valuable lesson and apologise for the slow service.  

 
 Thursday posed as a very exciting day as we took delivery of a new lounge suite donated by Tina and 
Chantelle Morton.  When we went and picked the couch up we could not believe our eyes – it is in pristine 
condition and looks as though it is brand new.  Group 2 is very grateful for the kind donation.  Today we are 
cooking impossible pie for lunch and taking part in our weekly soccer challenge.  
All smiles until next week. 
 

      
Aubrey and Marg 
 

************************************ 
GROUP 3 
Well we’ve certainly had a busy week this week! 
 
Unfortunately, both Christine and Irene were sick this week, but we’ve been lucky to have some great help 
from Mary, Sally and Bonnie who came in their place.  Thank you. 
 
The girls have been very creative and have been enjoying a number of different activities throughout the 
week.  These activities have included more jewellery making with beads along with working with paper to 
make heaps of great cards and other wonderful creations. 
 
On Thursday we undertook our own version of Masterchef by making 
sausage rolls and fruit salad.  We’re not sure which the girls enjoyed more – 
making them or eating them!? 
 
On Friday we are going bowling – something the girls always enjoy!  Overall it’s been a great week. 
 
We wish Irene a quick recovery and wish all the girls and their families a great weekend. 
 
Csilla, Christine and Sally 

*********************************** 
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GROUP 4 
                                           Sports News  
On the sporting front I am happy to announce that our class is having a lot more luck than the Australian 
Cricket team when it comes to producing winning results. 
This week Jasmin and Bonnie both bowled well producing scores around the hundred mark. If only our 
opening batsmen could do the same! 
Group 4 continued 
 Kelly and Ben bowled very well but were just beaten by Dylan who once again had a great game. 
 
                                               Art and Craft  
This week has been a really good week for art and craft with the students producing some wonderful work. 
Veronica Smith has been kind enough to grace us with her presence once again and the students have 
produced some lovely work.  Tash is in the middle of some embroidery featuring a Triceratops and Jasmin 
and Bonnie are working on lovely embroidered pillowslips. 
Paige and Gemma have been doing some great drawing and painting and have produced some really good art 
works. 
                                          

  Touch Screen Maths 
Many students find doing their maths a bit of a drag and motivation often becomes a problem. However we 
have gotten around this by introducing the students to some new technology and software, in the form of  
‘Touch Screen Maths’. 
 
Tash has really taken a liking to this new way of working and we 
have now given her a set time on the new computer. She can have 
it all to herself every day at the same time and she is approaching 
her studies with gusto. 
 
Peter and Sue   
 
 

********************************************* 
GROUP 5 
Lots of excitement this week – we’ve had trees falling down around 
our ears and leaves flying every where – tree stumps have been 
ground  away – our stairs have disappeared– diggers have been filling 
trucks with dirt, post holes have been drilled and footings for the new 
buildings are already in.  We’ve also had lots of visitors coming to 
watch the action from our veranda.  What action!! 
 
  
               Paul overseeing!! 
 
Our other big bit of news is that our water bed has finally arrived and we have filled it and Maddy, Tory and 
Brendan have all given it the thumbs up.  Alexis found it very restful but Xanthe wanted to see what was 
under the covers.  We sincerely thank the RSL for their wonderful donation to provide this purpose built bed 
ordered from Brisbane.  
 
 It has a special base that allows the hoists to be used for transferring students as required.  We also thank 
Natalie for all the phone calls to the bed maker and for checking all the measurements.  We thank also, of 
course, Paul for assembling the bed as required for our room. 
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Group 5 continued 
As well as all this we have continued our daily activities.  Tuesday saw us shopping – buying pumpkins and 
sweet potatoes.  We also went 4 wheel driving under the direction of Col and the skilful driving of Vicki.   
We went past Gatakers Bay envying all the whiting fishermen and then took to the bumpy road checking out 
Eli Creek.  Tory thought this was just the best ride she had ever had. 
On Wednesday we all helped Vicki make her delicious pumpkin soup.  Everyone ate enormous amounts – 
some having seconds – all except Col who said he’d smelt it cooking for too long and then didn’t need to eat 
it!!  (We think he’s worried about putting on the extra kilos everyone else in our room is doing and he chews 
lettuce leaves!) Well we did add a little bit of sour cream!! 
We all love our room and the happy times we have here – Carrieann and Vicki were enjoying a lovely game 
of ‘catch the cushion’ much to Alex’s delight – she was giving the biggest smiles we’ve seen. 
On Thursday, because of the beautiful weather we have been having, we decided to visit the big pier to get 
some more fresh air and sunshine – and also to try our hand at fishing.  Brendan helped Dellyse put the worms 
on the hooks – and guess what – WE CAUGHT A FISH!!!   We really had to drag Dellyse away as she would 
have stayed fishing all day.  Our chairs made a beaut sound as we bumped over the boards on the pier.  
Brendan helped us steer the chairs by holding the handles tight.  We then had a lovely picnic in the park under 
the trees. 
 

.                                                 
   
On Friday as well as our switch work and floor exercises we enjoyed relaxing on the water bed.  We also 
glued pompoms, stars and glitter on our paddlepop star mobile and joined it up with fishing line. 
We have had a lovely week. 

                      
               Watching the action – would somebody please feed them!!? 
Cheers from Col, Dellyse, Carrieann and Vicki. 
 

******************************************* 
GROUP 6 
Hi from group 6. A special hello to Jenny who was away from our class this week. Jenny spent most of the 
week in Maryborough at a health and safety conference. A big thank you to Pauline for doing a terrific job in 
Jenny’s place.  
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Group 6 continued      
 The boys had two outings this week. On Monday Jocelyn met us at our classroom. The last time the boys saw 
Jocelyn was before the holidays. We were so happy to see her that Ashley used his Little Mac Communicator 
to say hello. She was very impressed.  
 
 

It was such a beautiful day so we headed to the Esplanade and went for a walk along the bike 
path. Aiden impressed everyone by mobilising in his standing frame along the bike path.  

 After our walk we checked in to Aqua View where we                       
enjoyed having lunch. 
 
Our second outing this week was to Coles to do our shopping for our food technology program. On the list 
were spices such as cinnamon and ginger, and honey, apple purée and eggs. This week in food technology we 
made apple and spice biscuits. The boys did a great job using a Big Mac switch to operate the electric mixer in 
order to beat the sugar and butter to a cream. Our biscuits turned out great and were sent home to be enjoyed 
by our families for afternoon tea.  
 
Our Disney classic this week is “The Fox and the Hound”. Walt Disney productions produced this movie in 
1981 and it is the twenty-fourth feature in the Walt Disney animated classics. The movie is based on the novel 
“The fox and the Hound” by Daniel P Mannix, and is about two unlikely friends, a hound dog and a red fox, 
who struggle to keep their friendship despite their emerging natural instincts. “The Fox and the Hound 2” was 
released on DVD on December 12th 2006. Pauline and Wayne helped us do our fine motor work on Tuesday. 
We coloured in a picture of the fox and the hound and used felt to give their bodies a textured feel. They look 
pretty good. On Friday we will enjoy watching the movie. 
 
We love it when we have visitors to our room. This week we had many visitors. Pauline visited us on 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday while Jenny was away. On Wednesday we welcomed Cynthia and Carmel 
to our room. Both Cynthia and Carmel are Speech Language Pathologists and they came to work with Aiden. 
Lillia Roberts and her mum came to visit us. She came to see her old class mates and we were all very 
surprised to see her. Owen, Ashley’s dad, called in and gave us a box full of goodies for our class to use. 
Thank you.  
 
Group 6 continue to fund raise for our end of year camp. We have ordered another supply of chocolates, 
however we were informed that our order which was on a truck heading our way had somehow been lost!!?? 
We were assured that a new order to replace our ‘lost’ order was on its way and would arrive next week. So to 
all those chocolate lovers – chocolates arrive next week. Please see us for all your chocolate needs. Laurel 
assures me that the typing of our recipe book is coming along nicely. A big thank you to Noelene for giving us 
some of her tried and true recipes to put into our book. Also thanks goes to Sue, William’s Nan, for her 
recipes as well. That’s our news snippets for this week. More news next time. Cheers. 
 
Jan and Jenny 
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GROUP 7 
Hi Everyone, 
We have all been very excited this week, as we have had lots of work 
being completed outside our classroom.  First we saw the tree loppers 
come in to cut down the trees – there was so much noise that a few of us 
decided to keep inside.  Some of the boys took their lunch outside to watch 
the branches being put through the mulcher. They thought it was great.  
Next to arrive was the bob cat clearing out the tree stumps and moving the 
earth.  We are looking forward to seeing the new buildings arriving. 
Group 7 continued 
This week we have been busy giving our classroom a new look.  Nicole cleaned off all the blue paint from the 
windows and the class have been planning our new window theme.   As our themed unit this term is all about 
being healthy we decided to create a vegetable and fruit window.  The boys have got stuck into lots of 
painting that will form the base of our window theme.  Jordan, Thalan and Josh had a great time although I 
think more paint went on them than on the paper.  Ben and Matthew did a great job, making the grass look 
lifelike.   Brendon had the job of hanging out the paper to dry.   
We had a great day at the beach on Wednesday and of course we had our usual sausage sizzle.  Here are some 
of the boys having fun on the equipment.  Thalan ran so much that he needed to have a Nana nap!   On 
Thursday for cooking we made yummy fruit salad.  All the boys used great cutting skills.  It must have tasted 
good as there wasn’t any left.  We also had bike riding.  Brandon really had fun riding the BMX bike. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Today we are off bowling; Josh and Matthew were our winners last week.  They are hoping to keep hold of 
the trophies this week!  Well that’s it for this week, until next time keep smiling! 
 
Teresa and Nicole       
 

 
GROUP 8 
Hi from Class 8.  This week we have busy trying to improve our reading and literacy skills. We have been 
practicing every morning reading and discussing levelled reading books which we have in our room. Let’s 
hope we can keep up the work rate as students have tried really hard this week. 
 
 
This week on Monday we celebrated Hamish’s 11th Birthday. Thanks to his 
mum Nadine for bringing in a most delicious cake. We really did enjoy a 
super party!         
  
 
 
On Wednesday we went to the “Pines” with Teresa’s class for our exercise program. We had a great time 
beach walking, playing cricket, cooking a BBQ lunch and playing on the challenging “Pines” playground 
equipment. Here is Teegan showing off her strength and balance skills. 
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Group 8 continued 
 
 
 
          Don’t look down, Jason! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This week we also gained a new student in our class. His name is Sam and he is starting to settle in quite 
nicely. Our class were very excited to have a new student and Sam has proved to be very popular already. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Today we made fruit kebabs.  They were slightly on the better side of fantastic. 
Cheers 
 
Brent and Lilly 
 
GROUP 9  
Group 9 has been very busy this week making clocks and working on our individual programs.  On Tuesday 
we went to the Library and selected books for the class.  Brendon and Savanah made faces and decorated 
them at the craft table while the rest of the class chose to sit and look at their books.  The library has a great 
computer software program for our students to help them learn about telling the time so we always have a turn 
on their computer.  
While we are on the subject of time, we each made a clock this week (see photos of Brandon and Connor) so 
that we can learn more about how clocks work. 
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Group 9 continued 
This week Maverick has started to use 2 new pages on his communication device and has impressed everyone 
with how quickly he remembered where all his new symbols were.  In morning session he can now tell us the 
name of the month and the day.  He then proceeds to tell us what we are going to be doing on each day.  Well 
done Mav 
Brendon is learning more and more Auslan signs and this week he taught the class the sign for ‘coke’ and 
‘football’.   
Savanah has been working hard on her writing practice and counting.  She worked very well for Bev on 
Thursday morning on her reading work. 
Today we are off to the park for some fun in the sun.  
More news next week. 
 
Sue and Trish 

 
GROUP 10                                 

Another big week as IEP review meetings get under way. Thanks to all who have given their input so far. 
On Monday the group had circle time and music to start their day. Caleb showed us his new Dunlop Volleys 
with green laces. Reegan and Caleb went reading with Bev whilst the others used the Interactive Whiteboard. 
In the afternoon we made some ‘blobby‘ paintings. See the photo of Kurtis doing a ‘blobby’ painting. 
 
On Tuesday we visited the library with our senior school helpers. Some of the students made happy and sad 
faces during the craft times. In the middle session everybody had a go at using the Interactive Whiteboard and 
accessing the Fun Brain website. In the afternoon Piper, Kurtis and Keelan went to the MSE room whilst 
Kayla, Caleb and Reegan practiced kicking and bowling balls into the goal net. 
 
On Wednesday we all went shopping to search for ingredients for cooking. We found that some of the 
ingredients were up on the top shelves and that this was a good opportunity to ask for help when the student 
couldn’t reach the item. Later on students had story time. In the afternoon we had a go at threading beads. It 
was great that Peter came and helped with the threading. See the pics. 
 
On Thursday we cooked Apple Cinnamon Pudding. Kayla made a good effort of measuring the butter and 
putting it in the microwave to be melted. Kayla, Piper and Caleb did enjoy the finished product at lunchtime. 
We pasted the recipe into our scrapbook. In the afternoon we did some shuttle running between hoops. Piper 
made a great effort using her walker in the covered area. Today we had heaps of fun in the Park with our 
friends from Group 9.  This afternoon we chilled out listening to some more storybooks and watching the 
conclusion to “Milo and Otis”.        
 

                     
 
Lorna and Maria 
 
 

******************************** 
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GROUP 11 
This week has been a busy week with a few changes to our normal routines as Eva was away for a couple of 
days at a Positive Partnerships seminar which focussed on supporting school aged students with Autistic 
Spectrum Disorder. Everyone in our class coped really well having different teachers and it was nice for us to 
see some new faces in our classroom. 
 
We were very pleased to have Micheala back this week after her not being well towards the end of last week. 
She too seemed pleased to be back, heading straight to our visual schedule on Monday morning with a big 
smile on her face ready to check out what we were up to that day. It is great to see people in our room starting 
to respond so well to our visual time tables. 
 
This term we are starting a new fine motor and manipulative skill unit. The theme we have chosen to base all 
of this craft work around is Australian Animals. So far we have made some very bouncy kangaroos, which 
Daniel had a great time bouncing all over the table, and some very spiky echidnas. Dre and Lilly did a really 
good job of breaking up small twigs to make the echidnas spikes and used the glue very carefully to stick 
them onto the echidna’s body. Today we are making a Blue Tongue Lizard and everyone is looking forward to 
crushing all of the pasta to stick onto its back – it should be lots of fun! 
 
One of the highlights for our week besides our craft work was definitely cooking on Thursday. This week 
scones were on the menu and everyone had a really good time measuring and mixing. Most of us agreed that 
they tasted great; however Jay thought his fresh strawberries were much better!  

           
That’s all our news for this week, have a great weekend. 
Eva, Di and Group 11 
 

************************************ 
 
GROUP 12 
A big hello from Group 12. We have had a marvellous week this week. Group 12 have been very busy with all 
their planned activities and focus areas for the week.  
 
Our colour this week was GREEN. Shanya told the class that Dorothy from ‘The Wiggles’ is green and 
Jayden told us Henry from ‘Thomas the Tank Engine’ is green. Colby discovered the dragon in the 
playground is green and so is the grass!  
 
 

Our shape this week was the TRIANGLE. Jayden and Shanya did a fantastic job of 
stamping our giant shape with big and little triangle stampers – Well done.  
 
 
 
 

As well as our special focus areas this week we also did our regular community access. This week we headed 
to the park with Group 13 and it was a full bus – not one seat spare. Group 12 enjoyed their playtime with the 
other students from Group 13 and enjoyed the swings spinners and ladders.  
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Group 12 continued 
We also headed to Coles to get our groceries we needed for cooking – and this week we made mini pizzas. 
Colby did a great job of stacking the groceries into the trolley and Jayden helped push the trolley with 
Daylene.  
 

On Wednesday we made our pizzas and the students wanted to eat all the ingredients 
before they got a chance to put them on the base. When we finally got to make our 
pizzas we headed down to the tuckshop to cook them under the grill. We watched the 
cheese melt – they looked delicious!  
 
 

This week we have also enjoyed the introduction of a wagon to our classroom.  
The students enjoy riding around in the wagon as well as pulling each other along.  
 

 
 
Our song of the week this week is ‘Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes’ (wiggles version). 
Jayden and Colby are very clever with the actions and can tell the class which action comes 
next.  
 

Well that just about does us for the week – more news next week. Have a great weekend, 
 
Jess and Daylene  
 
 

******************************** 
 
GROUP 13 
This week has been varied and busy in Group 13. On Monday morning some of our class went to our 
favourite park with Group12 for some physical activity. It was great to have the opportunity to engage with 
peers from another class. Everyone thoroughly enjoyed the experience, particularly the getting dizzy and dirty 
part. 
 
While they were at the park……..The rest of the class worked on some  
academic tasks back at school. Then we enjoyed a lovely warm  
hot chocolate as a reward. 
 
 
On Tuesday and Wednesday while Kaylene was not in class, we worked hard for Bonnie, Bev, Susan and 
Dellyse making sure they were just as tired as we all were by home time. 
 
 
 
 
Thanks to Aubrey and Marg’s class for letting us join them in a game of basketball on Wednesday afternoon. 
We couldn’t go to golf as the bus was out of action. 
  
We would also like thank Zana who is our student helper. Zana works hard helping our class each week and 
we all love having her around to help us.  
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Group 13 continued 
On a sad note our classmate Alexis is leaving us at the end of the week. Her family is moving away.  Alexis 
has told us she has been busy at home packing toys and lots of boxes. We made a special goodbye card for her 
and mixed up a fantastic chocolate mud cake on Wednesday. We cooked it in the shape of a heart and added 
pretty pink sprinkles as this is Alexis’ favourite colour. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Have fun at your new school Alexis  
We will miss you. 
 

   We sang farewell and ate cake together on Thursday when Kaylene was back at school. 
Today we settled back into our regular routine and finished our big red cow painting.  
Until next week                                                                                
Kaylene, Susan and Group 13 

 
 

**************************************** 
 
 
                       

                             
                                             
 
 
 
 

REQUEST FROM GROUNDSMAN 
Paul is looking for a cheap (free?) rain water tank – about 
500 – 1000litres – to assist with the watering of his new 
greenhouse.  Any offers? 
 
 

                      

 

 


